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Abstract:

This paper shed
Pythagoras’s representation on Samos coins spread
during the Second and Third centuries A.D. The
literary sources assert that Pythagoras was a topic

aims to light on

of admiration and interest to the Roman writers.
The Roman world saw him as the wisest man and
also considered him a god and a miracle worker.
This study shows how the ruling class was
interested in Pythagoras and his philosophy,
which clearly reflects Roman art and architecture,
especially during the Hadrian and Severian
dynasties. Pythagoras was depicted in two types:
The first type is the most common, so it is found on
the coins of most of the emperors of this period.
The second type appeared only on Commodus’s
coins. In both types, he appeared as an astronomer
with the celestial globe symbol, and the study
proves that his portrayal was influenced by the age
spirit. As he was depicted with the symbol of
astronomy and astrology, which occupied the
forefront among the sciences and was of interest to
the emperors, in addition to that, Pythagoras
enjoyed a prominent position as one of the first
sources of astronomy. As well, the comparative
study proves that Pythagoras’s representation
differs from that of the other philosophers and
astronomers; he was depicted as god Zeus holding
a scepter, a symbol of divinity, and this would
confirm that Pythagoras was elevated to divinity
and honored cult worship for centuries after his
death, especially in his hometown of Samos.
Keywords: Pythagoras; Roman Coins; Samos;
Philosophers; Celestial globe.
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