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Abstract:

The study examines the manifestations of
corruption in the administrative system of the
Hittite Kingdom, where its sources - like other
ancient Near Eastern kingdoms - revealed many
cases of corruption. Based on various texts, such
as the palace chronicle, archives of Tapikka and
Emar, and Hittite laws, cases of corruption
affected various sectors and institutions within
the Hittite Kingdom, including the royal palace,
the military establishment, civilian employees in
various agencies such as the Uriyanni officials,
judges, priests, treasury, scribes, and others.
Cases of corruption varied and included abuse of
power, embezzlement, bribery, dereliction of
duty, participation in the royal coup, and theft.
The study also indicates that corruption in the
Hittite Kingdom was the result of several factors,
including conflicts within the royal palace, which
led to the adoption of corrupt policies in favor of
some officials at the expense of public interests.
Additionally, the concentration of power and
wealth in the hands of some officials led them to
misuse it and become involved in various
corrupt activities. On the other hand, the Hittite
administration, represented by the king, took
several measures against many cases of
corruption, such as punishment by death, fines,
and reprimands.
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