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ABSTRACT

The Pictorial Hilyas has been known in the Islamic World
since the Ottoman era, which relied in its general design
on the use of written texts so that the body of the Hilyas
contains the descriptions of the Prophet, peace be upon
him. Thus, it represents one of the stages that the
depictions of the Holy Prophet # have gone through,
which is distinguished by the return to the appearance of
the full features of the face after the custom for many years
to obliterate them or replace them with a halo or a veil or
other methods, which can only be explained in the light of
the study of the context. The dominant culture in Iran is
Qajar. The focus of this study is addressing three selected
models of these Iranian prophetic Hilyas through two
axes; The first is descriptive, and the second is analytical
to define it and explain its function and technical
composition, the difference between it and the scriptures,
the significance of the constituent elements and their
distribution, the purpose behind the texts recorded on
them, and a comparison of the features of the face of our
master Muhammad % with what was mentioned in the
historical sources.
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