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The role of the Children's Museum in developing the cultural awareness and national
identity of the Egyptian child

Abstract

The study aims to use children's museums in developing the national identity of the age group
from 7 years to 15 years, as it has a great impact on the child's perception at that stage by
teaching the meaning of archaeological awareness and cultural awareness. Museums are
cultural institutions of moral value in civilized societies that realize the true meaning of the
educational dimensions and are specially designed to care for, preserve, and display the
national heritage. They help define and understand the culture of societies and the
relationships of people with each other. The museum values the value of the past and links
yesterday with today's reality.

Museums are considered one of the most important sources of education in the world, as they
work to enhance the educational process of the child through tangible experiences, as the
museum is an institute of science, a center of culture, and a school for various arts. It depends
on simplifying the information. At the beginning of the twentieth century, specifically in the
first quarter of it during the First World War in Europe, museums played an important role in
providing educational means for children and in communicating important cultural ideas
through exhibitions devoted to public education. From this point of view, museums and their
contents are an attractive means for children to develop their minds, help them explore, and
pave the way for them to think right and be loyal to the country to which they belong. The
Brooklyn Museum in New York was the first museum established for children in 1899, the
first museum for children in the world, and after that by the Children's Museum in Boston in
1930.

This study contains three topics, as follows:

1- Defining the Children's Museum and defining the national identity through archaeological
and cultural awareness.

2- The role of museum display in confirming national identity.

3- An applied study on the Children's Museum at the Children's Centre for Civilization and
Creativity to measure the child's awareness of national identity.

Keywords: Children's Museum: National Identity, Archaeological Awareness, Museum
Education, Cultural Awareness.
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