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Abstract

This research aims to publish a Byzantine coin that is not published or studied before. It
belongs to the Byzantine period, particularly during the era of the Byzantine emperor Justine |
(518-527). 1t is included within a group special for Minia governorate, numbered (5).
Fortunately, this coin is equals preserved well that it has allowed us to recognize the paintings
and writings on. Its (40 Nummi) for the emperor Justine I and it also has the name of the later
emperor Justinian | painted over it so. It has a great importance as it is one of the rare coins; the
research is depending on the descriptive analytic approach for all what was painted on the coin,
plus analysis the political events inferred.

Keywords: Byzantine coins- The Byzantine emperor Justine |- The Byzantine emperor
Justinian |- Minting place- Constantinople- Byzantium.

Introduction

Firstly, we should admit that the idiom of Byzantium is a far misleading one. There is no
political existence invented such a name, but it is apparently’ an invention of the western
European Renaissance age. on the other hand, the title" Byzantine™ initially signifies the
Eastern Orthodox Christian civilization, which was an outcome of the capital Constantinople,
while it was factually an outcome of the eastern empire as all, including the regions it lost
during the seventh century in Egypt and Syria™ (Al Sham).
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Coins are one of the most important and precise sources of histiography, since they are of the
monumental documents that specialties depended on, for the accurate crucial information they
infer. Before discovering money, trading during the ancient ages took place through
“exchange"; (exchanging goods). Then, inhabitants of ancient Irag, especially the Ashurs?
during king Sinhareb’s era (681-704) were guided to "sheikle®" as a mediator, what made most
of the commercial treatments much easier, The invention of coins dates to Lydians,
inhabitants of Asia Minor, whose kings minted the earliest version of coins painted with ( a
lion opening its mouth and facing a bison) . Later, it was in the near area that spread nearby.
Coining was not limited to trading or commercial treatments, but it acquired a political and
religious impression®. Hence, paintings of animals, pictures and writings on Greek, Roman and
even Sasan coins became of a political and religious significance; coins figure out how far a
country is politically or economically developed or deteriorated.

Through studying the weight of a coin and it is purity and it is measure, compared to the earlier
ones, it reflects the economic state then. While studying the pictures and writings painted helps
in showing infer the political and religious state®.

The coin dates back to the Byzantine age particularly at the Byzantine emperor Justine 1's era
(518-527). Furthermore, this idiom is considered misleading since the title "Byzantine"
accurately refers to "Byzantium™ which was one of the ancient Greek colonies whose history
ended when that of Constantinople began®. Thus, we can claim that the word “Byzantine" or
"Byzantium", as a title remarkable for the new Roman empire and its inhabitants, was not
commonly used until the western European Renaissance. Although a number of modern
historians rejected using this idiom as it is imaginary not accurate’, this mistake went popular
and the attempts to use unfamiliar synonyms like (the Eastern Roman empire® , the Eastern
Christian Empire) didn’t work. Mostly expected®, it is no use declining the idiom of
"Byzantine empire"” as long as it was realized that it is just a popular title as anyone could call

2 Assyria: It is a civilization that arose in the city of Assur in the north of Mesopotamia and
expanded in the second millennium BC, It extended north to the cities of Nineveh, Nimrud
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themselves "Byzantine” when being of the citizens of the capital as any one born in
Constantinople, but if a citizen of another region, they are related to it'°.

Constantinople (Minting Place)

It is known that Ancient Byzantium lost its identity and deteriorated after the destruction it
experienced during the last decade of the second century through the civil war'* which broke
out due to the inheritors of the throne in the Roman empire®?. In 324 AC, the ruins of ancient
Byzantium became a part of the location the emperor "Costantine I" (360-337 AC) chose to
establish his new capital'®, what took six full years. In the 11" May 330 AC, the emperor
Costintine | officially commenced it, among enormous celebrations lasted about 40 days**. It
seems that Costinti | named it New Rome, but it soon was named after its founder, so became
known as Constantinople; Constantine's city.

Constantinople was constructed after the triumph of Christianity , thus costintine's city was
founded Christian over the ruins of the idolatry ancient Byzantium®.

Turning the capital from ancient Rome to Christian Constantinople is considered a turning
point of the idolatry Greek empire into the Christian Roman empire®®, but moving the capital
from the "Tiber" river banks to "Bosphorus” passage had another crucial consequence as it
resulted in transmitting the administration to the empire, while the community to the vital field
of the Greek language®’. Thus, cultural traditions and education in the New Roman Empire
became pure Heliston. During the seventh century, Latin was officially given up as a language
for the administration and the governing, replaced by Greek which became the official
language of the government and the individuals as well*.

Byzantine coins were minted in several famous cities in Europe, Asia and Africa due to the
danger and the high cost of transporting large amounts of gold and silver from a place to
another. Despite the disorders and the invasions spread around the Byzantine empire, there
were several cities, in the empire, minting coins, like the capital Constantinople, Thessalonica,
Nicomedia, Antakya, Alexandria’®, Rome, Qurtaj and others. But the essential main base,
where coins were minted, was Constantinople. Consequently, the letters (CON) were painted
on coins; the first letters of the capital Constantinople®® as proved in the research.

3. B . Bury,(1966), A History of The Later Roman Empire From Arcadius to Irene (395 -800 AD ),
London , 1889 unchanged reprint ( Amsterdam , 1966 ) vol I , pp . V — IX.
1 A Toynbee,(1973), Constantine Prophyrogenitus and his world . London , 1973 p 510 n 2
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B A . A . Vasilier ,(1971), History of The Byzantine Empire 324 — 1453 A . D Madison 1971 vol. 1 p.
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The material of which the coin is made

This coin is made of bronze; a metal mainly formed from copper, solder and other metals. The
materials of which coin are made contains a percent of copper approximated (9-36%) thus it is
increasingly solid. Most of the Byzantine coins were made of bronze may be because such a
material is remarked by resisting staining, chafing and rubbing®.

The sorts (classes) of Byzantine coins

Coins were made of bronze and copper, and the Byzantine coins were often made of bronze.
Let's start with the sorts of these coins as they were symbolized with letters and numbers to
signify how valuable they were®,

Starting with the biggest of these coins, size and value

The First Class: (40 Nummi) class.

The First Kind: It's the sort (40 nummi™ which is equal to "Fils) symbolized from behind with
small "m" or capital "M"%.

The Second Kind: (40 Nummi" class symbolized with 4 xxxx also equal to "Fils". Every X is
equal to ten.

The second class: "33 Nummi" symbolized by LG or as in the coin below, of the rare "33
nummi'class.

The Third Class: The "33 Nummi*" class symbolized by 3 xxx equal to three quarters of a Fils.

X is equal to ten as previously mentioned.

The fourth class: Half a Fils;

The first kind is symbolized with the letter K.

The Second Kind is symbolized with two x X.

The Fifth Class, (16 Nummi), is symbolized by the two letters IS.

The Sixth Class (12 Nummi) was symbolized by the two letters IB.

The Seventh Class "10 Nummi" is symbolized by the letterl.

The Eighth Classes of the (10 Nummi) of another kind symbolized by the letter X.
The Ninth Class "8 Nummi" symbolized by the letter H.

The Tenth Class "6 Nummi™ symbolized by the letter S.

The Eleventh Class "5 Nummi" symbolized by E or v.

The Twelfth Class "4 Nummi™ symbolized by the letter D.

The Thirteenth class, the three-Nummi sort symbolized by the letter G, it is rare but some
expect that the symbol is of the "3 nummi*.

The Fourteenth Class; "2 Nummi" symbolized by the letter B.
The fifteenth class, one Nummi symbolized by the letter A, and it is quite rare.

Inscriptions
They are writings and abbreviations that refer rulers’ names and titles or the minting house
where the coin was edited; what helped to pinpoint the identity of this coin®*.
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The Sign of the Minting Place
Different signs appeared on the Byzantine coins from different minting places, (CON) the
abbreviation of Constantinople appeared on the coin researched.

History

This coin is dated in the period between (518-527), the era of Justine I, bronze coin, class 40
nummi included in a group special for Minia governorate numbered (5). It weighs 17 gm, with
a diameter of 28 ms, and thickness of 1 mm.
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The paintings and the written texts came as following:
The Face of the Coin:

The center: a half picture for the Byzantine emperor Justine | (518-527) at a side position
looking at the right and wearing "Diadema" around his head and wearing his chest armour®.
The margin: DNIVSTINE IVSTINANVS.

The Back of the Coin

margin: to the upper, the center, capital M, the symbol of the cross +, to the right and left is
the six-angled star. To the bottom is a straight line with a drawing of a plant and an
abbreviation of the city where minted, Constantinople CON.

The face involves a half picture for the Byzantine emperor Justine | wearing the empire crown
set with pearls®® , what implies his attempt to add greatness to himself in front of his nation.
Alexander the Great was the first Macedonian kings to wear (Diadem) as a logo special for
kingship?’. It is said that Diadema is essentially the purple bandage special for Persian kings

% Showers . S : Classical Numismatic Group . pp. 177
% It is the imperial crown, as it is a headband consisting of two or three rows of precious stones, all of
which meet with a large jewel in the front of the head at the top of the forehead.
14oa"@ 2t Mot Jlas)ll puaall 8dleall: (g2d) 2
-CARSON . R.A. G (1981), Principal Coins of The Romans, British Museum , 1981 . p 42 f.g 1335
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and nobles. It was made of silk and flax embroidered with white decorations. It was quoted by
Alexander after his triumph over the Persians, and he was crowned with it after being turned
into white?.
But the Roman avoided such a habit
.‘ as it infers authority in the east
A , during the Helanistan age: Julius
Caesar refused to wear it even
during the age of "Costantinuous"
the great who already admitted it in
523AC?.
Moreover, he appeared with the
chest armour, what gives the
| military attribute and shows the
Py Yy emperor as the first Roman knight
/‘ and defendant of the empire lands,
: which inspires that he is of the
knight emperors and that, has a
crucial political significance™.

\

Writings appeared around his picture texted DNIVSTINE IVSTINANVS - "D N" (DOMINUS
NOSTER) meaning (Mawlana) which means, our sir®. These writings mean Mawlana Justine
Justinian. Having the name Justinian compared to that of Justine during the latter's era has a
crucial political significance; Justine L was installed after the death of the Byzantine emperor
"Abstacius™ 518 AC, who was killed in a dishonourable plot , while having no son to inherit.

Thus the governing moved to Justine L in a way they is still ambiguous. Justine came to
Constantinople adventuring and soon became a brave soldier joining the emperor's guarding,
and he went on to become comes or a leader of a rank®. He was illiterate; unable to read or
write, and ignorant about religious matters, which was a feature of a competent man that age.
Hence, historians expect that he was an interferer in politics and its men, but thanks to
(Justinian), "Justine succeeded to manage the country affairs. In fact, Justine asked Justinian to
come and was interested in teaching him®. When the former got on the throne, the latter had
already acquired science and political experience. Some references mention that Justinian is
Justine's brother's son (nephew)®*, and others say (his sister's son). Anyhow, Justine could help
Justinian end the religious dispute occurring between Rome and Constantinople. He also
admitted the decisions of (populated associations) and was kept far from the empire’s vital
positions; of the one nature. For those representing the inhabitants of the eastern regions of the
empire, he had to treat them well so as to unite Christianity without bloodshed*®. That's why,
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having the cross + at the back of the coin and having Justinian's name compared to that of
Justine has a crucial political and religious significance inferred within the writings and
paintings of this coin cannot be neglected.

Justinian was installed after Justine's death (527-565). He had a strong personality. He adopted
two great concepts; the first is the empire and the second is Christianity, Adopting such a
principle was a reason for having his name clearly emergent in history. He saw himself the
inheritor of Caesars, while his era was full of events and developments®®.

The back had the sort of the coin "Follis" registered, equal 40 Nummi. Registering the letter M
refers to the value of this coin. The abbreviation of Constantinople within three letters CON
refers to that the coin was minted in Constantinople during the era of Justine | (518-527)%, thus
we can date to this period. Having the cross refers to the Christianity of the Byzantine country
and the ruler’s far defendence of Christianity during his era supported by Justinian | who was
installed after the former’s death®. We also notice the six-angled star on the two sides of the
letter M, which is not for beautifying but for referring to the stability of the country and
preaching about the Christ®, which is religiously significant. Hence, it is quite clear how
important that rare coin, published for the first time, its texts and paintings signify crucial
political and religious events®.

Conclusion
In the light of this descriptive and analytical study, the researcher concluded the following:-
- The emperors cared for wearing the king crown "Diadema” amounted with pearls to
personally glorify the emperor.
- Having an emperor wearing the chest armour shows the military identity and figures out the
emperor as the first Roman knight and defendant of the empire's lands.
- The paintings on the back have figured out the sort "40 nummi* symbolized with the Roman
Capital letter M.
- Caring for publishing the symbol of the cross refers to Christianity then.

Showing the letters CON refers to the abbreviation of the minting place Constantinople.
- Having the six-angled star at the two sides of the letter M on the back of the coin isn’t a
beautifying appearance, but it is a reference to the stable affairs of the country and preaching
for the Christ, which is crucially significant.
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