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abstract

The study addressed the Syriacs as one of the Christian minorities that
lived under the Ottoman state by tracing the historical roots of this community
and their entry into the Ottoman realm at the beginning of the sixteenth century.
During the ninth century, with the emergence of nationalist movements and the
activity of Catholic and Protestant missionary missions, the Syriacs began to feel
their national identity and religious identity, while the Ottoman state's
perspective on them remained limited to them being Ottoman minorities. The
conflict between them intensified during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid, as the
Ottoman administration adopted the strategy of the Islamic union, which was
reinforced by the establishment of the Hamidiye Cavalry as a tool to implement
its plans, or under the guise of the Turanian nationalist union with the Union and
Progress Party taking power.

The study presented what the Syriacs were subjected to in terms of
displacement, looting, and plunder, which in some areas led to genocide,
whether on the Ottoman-Persian borders or in the eastern Ottoman provinces,
through what was published in Arabic and European newspapers, the narratives
of missionary missions, as well as Ottoman sources. It also highlighted that
some Persian and Ottoman leaders contributed to saving the lives of a significant
number of Syriacs.

The study concluded that Ottoman policies were one of the main factors in
the spread of religious extremism and ethnic tensions throughout the Islamic
world. The Syriacs, like other Christian and nationalist minorities in the Ottoman
state, were subjected to displacement and violence.

Keywords: Syriacs, Assyrians, Arameans, Turanian, Islamic Union.
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