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Al-Azhar from its beginnings to the end of the Fatimid state
(361-567 AH / 972-1171 AD)

Abstract

In this study, the researcher dealt with the history of Al-Azhar Mosque from
its inception to the end of the Fatimid state. The researcher tried to address this
historical topic without bias or fanaticism, relying on the original sources that
were close to the period of the study, relying on the historical approach based on
narration, criticism, description, and analysis of historical novels.

This research included four main axes as follows:

First: The establishment of the Al-Azhar Mosque by Commander Jawhar al-
Sigilli, commander of the Fatimid armies, explaining the reason for its
establishment, the time of its beginning and completion, the place in which
it was built, and a description of the mosque at the time of construction.

Second: In its early days, naming the mosque “Cairo Mosque” in reference to
the new capital in which it was established, then calling it “Al-Azhar
Mosque,” and the reason for this naming.

Third: The interest of the Fatimid Caliphs in Al-Azhar Mosque, their care for it,
their spending on it, and their repair of its parts that needed repair and
maintenance, and mention of the first endowment arranged for it by the
Caliph Al-Hakim bi Amr Allah (386-411 AH / 996-1020 AD), in the year
(400 AH /1009 AD).

Fourth: The religious role of Al-Azhar in the Fatimid era, and its use by the
Fatimids in practicing their Shiite rites and rituals, promoting the ideas of
their doctrine, and spreading them among the people.
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