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abstract

The research titled “May Ziadeh Cultural Salon, a unique event in its era,”
dealt with the upbringing of Mai Ziadeh and her coming to Egypt, and the
societal and psychological factors that prompted the establishment of this
salon. This salon was not the first of its kind. It was preceded by several
cultural salons, the most famous of which was the salon of Princess Nazli
Fadel, who was received in her palace. The elite of society were Egyptians
and Europeans, and the conversations in this salon were often related to
political life and issues of social and religious reform that were the focus of
attention of Egyptian society at this time. Saad Zaghloul, Qasim Amin, and
Imam Muhammad Abdou were among the pioneers of this salon, and the
effects of this salon appeared in the public life of Egyptians.

Despite this, the Mai Ziadeh Salon was more influential, as it attracted a
large number of politicians in addition to enlightened writers and
intellectuals. It had a broader base and was not as aristocratic as the
Princess Nazli Salon, which only the distinguished elite of Egyptian society
reached. Accordingly, it was rather expressed. The writers of his time
believed that it was a democratic salon that could be reached by those who
had not reached an excellent position in political life. Therefore, its
influence was broader, and this is what contributed to educating the minds
of that broad base of writers and softening their tastes, in a dialogue that
was expertly moderated by May Ziadeh, who held mental disputes within
the framework of research. It increases the bond between writers by
ensuring that the value of each one of them is preserved.

Language, literature, and the development of Arab women were the
main topics on which the discussion sessions in the salon focused. There was
no scientific investigation or philosophical mood in their topics, but rather
they derived those topics from their thinking and their influence by what
surrounded them. The meanings were strong and the opinions were bold.
The salon was not limited to studying intellectual and societal issues, but
rather Mai Salon preserved the most beautiful literary discourses and
hadiths that immortalized their authors and built for others literature and
knowledge that illuminated the way, revived heritage, and encouraged
researchers and authors to keep pace with development and freedom from
restrictions and stagnation. But the Mai Salon stopped due to the
psychological crisis that Mai Ziadeh suffered due to the loss of her parents,
then the injustice of her relatives and the distance of her friends, leaving a
big void in the lives of writers and contributed to many of its members
joining other cultural salons, the most important of which is the Akkad
Cultural Salon.
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