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The Early English contact with India in the late ninth century In
light of King Alfred's mission to India in 883

Keywords: King Alfred - India - Expedition 883 AD - Sigehelm — Athelstan.

Abstract

The economic and trade relations between India and Europe are close and as old
as history, as they were built on Europe's need for the products of the East in
general and India in particular, which pushed Europe from the age of Alexander
the Great through the Roman Empire and then the Byzantine Empire to secure
its needs, by peace or war. But the gains of trade are a greater guarantee of the
continuity of contact between Europe and India in peacetime; but this contact
was destined to be completely cut off after the barbarian invasion of Western
Europe.

the European West to rapprochement with India were made by the Anglo-Saxon
King Alfred the Great (871-899 AD), this king who wanted to find a foothold for
England in India; His purpose was mixed with faith and compassion for the
poor; That was when he sent a mission to India in the year 883 AD, in order to
deliver alms and gifts to the tombs of the apostles Thomas and Bartholomew and
the Christians of India on the Malabar coast, The religious nature of that mission
concealed a desire to explore India and to strengthen relations between England
and the Christian community of Thomas the Apostle, under the patronage and
blessing of the papacy at the time.
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&introduction by Joseph Bosworth, Longman, London, 1855, pp. 31 — 32, 116 —
118; Theodoret of Cyprus: Ecclesiastical History of Theodoret, in Greek
Ecclesiastical Historians, Samuel Bagster & Sons, London , 1844, p. 71.
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®William of Malmesbury : The History of the Kings of England, Trans. From
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UK., 2002.
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Cambridge University Press, 2001, pp. 69 — 70.
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Florence of Worcester :The Chronicle of Florence of Worcester , Trans. From
Latin by Thomas Forester , A. M, London , 1854, p. 73; Roger of Hoveden
:The Annals of Roger of Hoveden, Trans. by Henry T. Riley, vol. 1, London ,
1853, p. 53; Simeon of Durham:The Historical Works of Simeon of Durham ,
Trans. From Latin with preface and Notes by Joseph Stevenson , 1857, p.
478;Platina, Bartolomeo:The Lives of The Popes "from The Tim of our Saviour
Jesus Christ to The Accession of Gregory VII", trans. & edited by Benham B.
D,Griffith Farran & CO., London, p. 233; Article of Pope Marinus I, in The
Catholic Encyclopedia,
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“2The Anglo - Saxon Chronicle, op. cit., p. 55.
“Henry of Huntingdon: op. cit., p. 157; William of Malmesbury: The Deeds of
) the Bishops of England, p. 118.
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Asser's Life of King Alfred, pp. 41- 43; Charles Plummer: The Life and Times
of Alfred the Great, Clarendon Press, 1902, Oxford, pp. 20 — 21.
“Roger of Wendover: Roger of Wendover's Flowers of History ,Trans. by
Giles J.A., vol. 1, London, 1849, p. 215; Florence of Worcester: The Chronicle
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of Florence of Worcester, Trans. From Latin by Thomas Forester, London, 1854,
p.73; James Hough: The History of Christianity in India "from the
commencement of The Christian era”, vol.1, Seeley & W.Burnside, London,
1839, p.104.

“% The Anglo - Saxon Chronicle, p. 66 ; Florence of Worcester: op. cit., p.421 ;
Dictionary of National Biography, ed. by Leslie Stephen, vol. 2, London, 1885,
p.198.
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G2william of Malmesbury: The History of the Kings of England, p. 104;
Florence of Worcester: op. cit., p. 73; James Hough, The History of Christianity
in India, p. 105.

3) Shelomo Dov Goitein, Mordechai Friedman: India Traders of the Middle
Ages "Documents from The Cairo Geniza", part 1, Brill, Leiden — Netherlands,
2008, pp. 157 — 159.

YJames Hough: The History of Christianity in India, p. 105 — 106.
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— Anonymous: Leechdoms, Wortcunning and Starcraft of Early

England, being a Collection of Documents, for the Most Part Never
Before Printed, lllustrating the History of Science in this Country
Before the Norman Conquest, collected &edited by Oswald
Cockayne, vol. 2, Longman, London, 1865.

— Anonymous:The Anglo — Saxon Chronicle, Trans. ByJ A.Giles,
from the translation in Monumenta Historica Britannica & other
version, London, 1912.

— Asser: Asser's Life of King Alfred, trans. by Albert S. Cook,
Boston, 1906.

— Bernard the Wise: The ltinerary of Bernard the Wise (A.D. 870)
in Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society , trans. by J. H. Bernard,
London, 1893.

— Einhard: The Life of Charlemagne, Tran. By Samuel Epes Turner
, Harper brother, New York , 1880

— Evagrius Scholasticus: The Ecclesiastical History of Evagrius "
History of The Church from AD 43] to AD 594, Edited and trans.
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