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Legal protection of trade secrets related to artificial intelligence-

A comparative study between Egyptian law and the Saudi law
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Associate Professor of Commercial Law, Faculty of Law, Taibah University

drwaelrefaat@gmail.com

Abstract

This research examines the protection of trade secrets related to artificial
intelligence in both Egypt and Saudi Arabia, by shedding light on the legislative
framework and legal mechanisms available to protect these sensitive secrets of
strategic importance, The research starts by defining the concept of artificial
intelligence and its most prominent applications in various fields such as medicine,
commerce, and entertainment, where it has greatly contributed to improving
productivity and accuracy of decision—making. The research also clarifies the nature
of trade secrets in the field of artificial intelligence, which include algorithms,

datasets, incomplete models, user data and internal processes.

The research emphasizes the strategic importance of protecting trade secrets in the
field of artificial intelligence, as losing, or stealing these secrets could lead to losing
competitive advantage and market leadership for companies operating in this field,
The research extensively reviews the relevant legislations in both Egypt and Saudi
Arabia, such as the Intellectual Property Rights Protection Law and the Anti—
Information Technology Crimes Law in Egypt, and the Regulations for Protecting
Confidential Business Information and the Anti—Cybercrime System in Saudi Arabia.
The research also addresses the conditions for protecting trade secrets in both
countries, namely secrecy, economic value and taking reasonable measures to
preserve them, The research concludes that there are some legislative gaps that
limit the effectiveness of legal protection for trade secrets related to artificial
intelligence, such as the lack of specialized legislation directly covering this topic,

the ambiguity of some definitions and concepts related to trade secrets in the field
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of artificial intelligence, in addition to the weak penalties imposed compared to their
high economic value, The research extensively reviews the criminal, civil and
preventive mechanisms for protecting trade secrets, with an objective assessment of
the adequacy of these mechanisms in providing effective protection. It concludes
that there is a need to develop current legislation to address these gaps and raise

the level of legal protection for trade secrets in the field of artificial intelligence.

Based on the study findings, the research concludes by providing a set of practical
recommendations to enhance the legal protection of trade secrets related to artificial
intelligence in both countries, through issuing specialized legislation, intensifying
penalties, and activating international cooperation in this field, The research relied
on the descriptive and analytical approach by collecting data and analyzing relevant
legislation and used the comparative approach in order to compare the legal
frameworks between Egypt and Saudi Arabia and assess their adequacy. The
research ultimately aims to assess the current situation and provide practical
recommendations to address legislative gaps and enhance the legal protection of

trade secrets in the field of artificial intelligence.
Keywords:

Trade secrets, legal protection, artificial intelligence, Egyptian legislation, Saudi

systems, algorithms, and data.
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