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Drought in the Republic of Mozambique

Khadiga Marie, Prof. Dr. Magda Amer, Prof. Dr.
Shehata Tolba

e Abstract

The Republic of Mozambique is considered a coumiith
multiple climates due to the longitudinal shapéhef country, which
makes it extend over more than 18 latitudes, initeadto the
diversity of its terrain. According to the Kdppetassification, it
suffers from fluctuating drought waves that somesmeach very
effective drought waves. Drought waves are a megonponent of
climate risks in the Republic of Mozambique, espkigisince the
country depends mainly on agricultural activity,asre than 85%
of the population works in agriculture, making ibra affected by
any change in the amount of rain. The changingpatf irregular
rainfall, in terms of start and end times, and phesence of heavy
rains in a short period of time (less than the tloinaof the rainy
season) led to the overlapping of the concepth®f‘official” and
“real” beginning of the agricultural cycle. The Ruglic of
Mozambique suffers from weak infrastructure andttecad rural
urbanization patterns, in addition to being one tloé poorest
countries in Africa and unable to adapt to the egngnces of the
threat of drought, which tends to occur every 34tyears. The
Republic of Mozambique has gone through an externigdry of
droughts accompanied by famines, such as the draid823 AD,
which struck the country from 1823 AD until 1831 AlDd resulted
in a humanitarian disaster that was monitored awbrded by
Portuguese authorities during the period of Porggucolonization
of the Republic of Mozambique in the eighties oé ttwentieth
century. It was observed in the years 1980/81, /B2311984/85,
1994/95, and 2000/2001. It resulted in the deathsnore than
100,000 citizens, and the situation in 2015/2016 thea worst in the
last 35 years.

Keywords: Drought values, drought indicators, food security,
climatic risks, Southeast Africa
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