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Cultural and Social Deter minants Associate among
Hyster ectomy during Undergoing Chemotherapy for Egyptian
Women: Research in Medical Anthropology

Dr. Omnia Mohsen Abdel Azim Muhammad

» Abstract:

This paper seeks to try to understand the cultaradl social
determinants of hysterectomized women undergoingmcitherapy
with a medical anthropological perspective, asdhdsterminants are
considered to be a definition of the social anduzal factors that affect
the health of women with uterine cancer in genesad these
determinants in themselves are a factor of disoader instability. For
women, the extension of treatment periods is duadliiple social and
cultural repercussions that force them to change thaily habits, cut
off some social relationships, and start new omgsch makes the
woman close in on herself and become different frohat she was
before the hysterectomy and chemotherapy sessions.

The study relied on a number of anthropologicalsao collecting
field material, which consisted of conducting imptteinterviews using
the field work guide for the study sample, in amditto participant
observation as a basic tool for collecting datae Ftudy relied on a
number of anthropological tools in collecting fietdaterial, which
consisted of conducting in-depth interviews usimg tield work guide
for the study sample, in addition to participansetvation as a basic
tool for collecting data. The research relied oralging the field
material using the theory of “worldviews” perspgeti and "cognitive
approach”, The study was conducted on a sample2@f (terine
resections subjected to chemotherapy at Beni Surkelsity Hospital)
a woman.

The study reached a number of results, the mosbriiaupt of which
was: (1) The uterus has a symbolic value for wonsmbolizing
femininity and childbearing. (2) The educationaicial, and economic
level is not a criterion for the extent to whichwaman, her family, or
her husband accepts the idea of hysterectomy,saaldo not a criterion
for the amount of social support and support thaoean undergoing
chemotherapy receives. (3) Each case is considerigde from others
in terms of the health, psychological, social, adt, and economic
status of hysterectomy operations, as well as ide effects of
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chemotherapy according to the nature of the headtidition and the
social support provided for each case separa#)yAlf governmental
and non-governmental efforts must join forces. Goreent to develop
an ambitious national plan to spread awareness)augtof treatment,
prevention and follow-up, as well as health guidafar women who
have had hysterectomies, in cooperation with trexighzed medical
councils affiliated with the Ministry of Health.

K eywor ds. Medical anthropologycancey hysterectomiesshemotherapy
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