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The Symbolic connotations of Masaqal AN <4 (Cross) feast in
Ethiopia

Christine Ghali,

Prof. Saad Baraka, Dr. Horya Moustafa

= Abstract

The Feast of the Cross or Masoqal is a Christian festival
celebrated by the Ethiopian Orthodox in late September of each
year. This festival symbolizes the discovery of the cross on which
the Lord Christ was crucified by Queen Helena, the mother of
Emperor Constantine, in the 4th century AD. There is more than
one version of the story of the discovery of the cross that has been
transmitted among the traditional churches, either orally or through
manuscripts. The Feast of the Cross is celebrated in Ethiopia in a
unique and distinctive way, where many elements that indicate
various cultural backgrounds are gathered. The believers gather in
Addis Ababa and other large cities and in villages to light a large
fire in the wood decorated with flowers and herbs. They call this
fire “Demara”, and it is accompanied by the famous Agawqgam
dance that takes place around the fire, followed by reciting hymns,
prayers, and religious songs that emanate from the implications of
the festival and its symbols, which reflect their thought and faith.
As well as presenting theatrical performances of the story of the
discovery of the cross.

Keywords: Symbolic connotations; Festival; Masoaqal; Cross;
Ethiopia.
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