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Diego Garcia in light of British and American
allegations (1959-1971)

Zainab lbrahim Al-Saeed Prof. Dr. Elsayed Fldel

» Abstract

The colonial powers in the Indian Ocean soughtawtrol focal
points of strategic importance to compensate fer geographical
distance between them and their colonies. Thisematas the focus
of British activity after the end of World War Bnd with the change
in the military situation and the balance of poweit. Therefore,
and for many other considerations, the importari¢dkeopresence of
American and British military bases in the Indiane@n in general
and the subject of our study (Diego Garcia) in #est of it in
particular emerged. The British found that they musrk to
separate some of the islands that were then coesligiart of British
dependencies from their countries. When they bedonependent,
thus ensuring the availability of these islandsnditary purposes in
the long term. The research deals with how the wads in Diego
Garcia within the islands of the Chagos Archipelafthe Mauritius
colony, and how Britain and the United States wadie, with their
claims, to seize it and displace its people fram it

Keywords: The Chagos Archipelago, Diego Garcia, the Indian

Ocean
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- Kumar, Chandra: The Indian Ocean: Arc of CrisisZone of Peace?,
International Affairs, Royal Institute of Intermatal Affairs, Vol. 60, No.
2, (Spring, 1984)p. 233 ; Panikkar, K. M.: Regional Organization for the
Indian Ocean Area, Pacific Affairs, Vol. 18, No(Sep., 1945), p.248, 249.
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! Foreign Relations of the United States, 1969-1¥pfume XXIV, Jordan,
Middle East Region and Arabian Peninsula, 1969-1Paper Prepared by
the National Security Council Staff, NSSM 1@¥halytical Summary,
September 1970, Washington, December 8, 1970, Dexud®

2 American foreign Relations, 1974: Meeting of Then® Council,
(Washington, May 2122, 1974.

% Vine, David: Island of shame: The Secret Histdryhe US Military Base

on Diego Garcia, Oxford, 2011, Princeton Universitgss, p.61.
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! Foreign Relations of the United States, 1969-1¥pfume XXIV, Jordan,
Middle East Region and Arabian Peninsulal969-19M2morandum
from the Assistant Secretary of State for Near étasand South Asian
Affairs (Sisco) to Secretary of State Rogers, Seper 1970,
Washington, June 24, 1969, Document 37.
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Life of Robert S. Mcnamara, USA, 2005.
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1971,3:10 p.m, Document 61.
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Doctor of Philosophy, The City University of New N9 2006.
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Asia: Telegram from the Department of State to Hmebassy in the
United Kingdom, Washington, August 23, 1963, 8:161.p Document
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No: Appendix [2003] EWHC 2222 (QB); In The High Court Of Justice,
Queens Bench Division, Strand, London, WC2A 2LL; Date: 9 October

2003.

“ Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964—19®8)me XXI, Near East
Region; Arabian Peninsula, Memorandum from the DepAssistant
Secretary of State for PoliticoMilitary Affairs (&€hen) to Secretary of
State Rusk, Washington, March 3, 1964, Document 34.

Ady BY) bl Al m%
1




L) ad) ) @iy |

Lildayy deai of o BV 35 cilislas Lagiy asie (1964 ,le b b
o als ¢ paball ysda CadlSs AK5eY) saaiall ¥l Jeati oy Lebie adlSs
Jasil Jumd e dlagll 350 Juexd oy ecliinall el iiiall alasin) ddslie
o Desruche s wuys Farquhar — IslandslasSlis «alls ¢ osalls
il dalaal] A iall CallSl) Caad (ya iy Loy Lillayyy b o e s - i
(o el saaiall GVl dans ¢ Vss (e bpdie (A doay Ly a4
LY Aealuse e dalsall Gl o laSle zyag' (L5 (ale e day)]
sl ol e Galad e Lyl Jasmill CallSs Caai b 485505 sasidl)
Zoomsndl (338 Lealgay eiaiins Agillay

aisl) e 4l dnilaylly 2 aY) Gl G Gyl o glaill dlee danfi S
V) el s2eld ol Gy dadad Leual il 4K 6V saaidl ¥l o o
gasaelis buls gand (835850 g agive Jie dilayy (il oLl s, Ll
€Y g aadl 5yl calS 5y a1 2 gl Ayl ) mie e yladl Hlhae e
Al el 8 daaluall alaeind e Department of Defens¢DoD)
AN Gpia e Jsand) Jolie o Uyl SL) pal) #3 ddaas
3 sl

! Royal Courts of Justice, Case No: CO/3775/98: Bblagical Compilation
of the Chagossian Experience 1962 — 2004 From Trigts of the British
Courts, In the Supreme Court of Judicature on Apfsemn The Divisional
Court (Crown Office List), Strand, London, WC2A 2LI3 November
2000, Bancoult 2nd Respondent. Judgment, parag@aph

2 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964—19®8)me XXI, Near East
Region; Arabian Peninsula: Memorandum from Secgyetar Defense
McNamara to the Secretary of the Air Force (Zugké&iashington, June
14, 1965, Document 39.

% Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964—19%8)me XXI, Near East
Region; Arabian Peninsula: Position Paper Prepardde Department of
State, Washington, January 27, 1966, Document 42; Danchev, Alex: On
Friendship: AngloAmerica at fin de siecle, Interoaal Affairs, Royal
Institute of International Affairs 1944, Vol. 73pNt, (Oct., 1997), p 757.

% 02024 55 (1) & — (1) 2= — (46) Al




(19711959 48 ,a¥1 9 &ty ) a0 3all & guda (8 Ll g2

VL 5958 Lula sanal (o) €560 saaiall eVl Pl ) y&
Callis (POIrS (SeY) adaill anill Jshad 4 sy LS (2 i) &
Aibiall 8 (g Sl 2aeYls agiall agyadl LY Jal (e dpSue cBles
Atiraally At saad) e Laall 230535 ¢ Sindsaad) aalsil) Jhe ggylsla (5l dgalsal
Gldawmall - Leie cabias dalaiall 8 lleall Adhan o) ) Al (L 8
DAl Liilge 8 il galgd) Jamad) Jia gussY)

Ledlals 5all )l Ja 8 Leiue ) 4S)aY) saatiall LYY (3udas Jal e
oosald) 3all e ilegens aopl s Anlagl A Sall il I e
iel) Tanall o) Aaldls iy Gasndinse (e (DOndimuds SlasSlds Dlally
clalae¥) of e a2yl ey British Indian Ocearferritory iyl
& SpaY) rad) Pl Al eV Lany) ddaad Jadlly i) a8 AL
il gpanall J85 Ju8 clpdad A0l 2am o anl @€y il gFY) bls e
J8 las Guspdiyge o lebuad & slill (&1 gl ) ailsil o3a e dglay)
3t Ayl Al oIS A gsal)

by ooal) o Cprusalall dsa g Al J5l0 a3 Al Clialadll 228
Dl (e slaradl Ga sasiall Gl 05 of b e AS)a¥) da)lall e
GLY sl Gade Aldiaall dpubd) COSLLN G uils () cOmlae Gl (5

! Created: 4/11/1967, CIA: Strategic and Politicaktests in The Western
Indian Ocean, Foreign Relations of the United Stat®69-1976, Volume
E-8, Documents on South Asia, 1973-1976: Memorandoin
Conversation, President's Meeting with the Cabisdshington, July 16,
1975, 11 a.m, Document 89.

2 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964—19®8)me XXI, Near East
Region; Arabian Peninsula: Memorandum from thetJGimefs of Staff to
Secretary of Defense McNamara, Proposal for a JoghMilitary Facility
on Diego Garcia, Washington, April 10, 1968, Docuaing’ .

3 Ebid.
Ady BY) bl Al m%
{




L) ad) ) @iy |

Lashid) lextind ol dadlly sty sl ol Laiy e2aY) 4L oha diin 33adl)
g al) bl e JS Ysiia ()5S () 4l s 23 <1964 ole (oAl dadi; b
Y e I3 5L 5l ool e Gl pads o 3Sya¥ g Asillay sl
e Gusrinyge AasSa 3315 o Jases eBynn 2050 Alie Agal Tpubyud) 55kl

25pile Willayy Wiy ) oo Juais o
ila ) o digh Jaall a) L) (e ly usald dudyl Juad -4
Mixs) J 85 1965ale Jd Juaill cilelya) Jlind e gillayll ()

s o(sSh ) pdane ] e 5538 ) Gusrinyse diine Gl (5)5ius yaise
P i lenin¥) 5 Lobea Lalall Lmeal) 85008 ilidlie 35as

e Adiline JICET 5855 Guillagll e Gl gy JS8 Jaadl) Gl
sl Ciaiy (adle ek Lo dg) e e ) st 38 30 il a3l
Ay Oslall Coaty Goalag edidinad Ay pdle AN ¢ gl ygal Ay

4l Glied) Glasy

s Ul Lgihantione 8 Lillagyy (63333) oo lglad 2Sp5al SlaiY) saalaall o

! American foreign policy Basic Documents: Report tife Special
Committee on the Situation with Regard to the Imm@atation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to QlaloCountries and
peoples, Approved November 10, 1965, 1968, docuhi@gsitp. 170.

2 Royal Courts of Justice, Case No: CO/3775/98: Ciagical Compilation

...Op. Cit., paragraph 11.

% Royal Courts of Justice, Case No: CO/4093/20041dfjand Wales High
Court (Administrative Court) Decisions, Neutral &ibn Number: [2006]
EWHC 1038 (Admin), Between: The Queen on The Agpion of Louis
Olivier Bancoult, Claimant and The Secretary oft&ter Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, Defendant, p.17.

* Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964—1988,me XXI, Near East
Region; Arabian Peninsula: Letter from the Assist&@ecretary of
Defense for International Security Affairs (McNatgh) to Secretary of
Defense McNamara, Washington, June 12, 1965, Docu&&

% 02024 55 (1) & — (1) 2= — (46) Al




(19711959 48 ,a¥1 9 &ty ) a0 3all & guda (8 Ll g2

Gad Pl o Lgilsha 4 Gagadyyse a0 Laied (( LY Glialie a2
O Oalifina Cpsaiac s el Al Apabad) QY e (plias ey 2d
5ipa sl dal) 1Ly Alsall Sl gl As8laal il ) ey piil) manl
Uosld S 8 dis Cheriad) o5id i< 'Anthony  Greenwood
Cipal PlEay) cliabie Luds 851965 5le uian 3 Lancaster House
O ooals dad)f e b Lewie e Gl e lasl) any Ayl 3 sSal

2 -
s 94

D5 sy s DL dileiall dylay 1l duludl ¢ul€ 1963 ke (e Hlic]

il Sy Al ST o Sale s s ysa o O 0 pslae 2 Jsa
L il 50 A, Lin Gasadty ysa i calBY) Aalion sl 15k
b s i) 3e N 558 ae Haal 4 al) Gl llan o) e )
shla cilumnd e 4l cnls dnlby ) duled) of 46a0U) eulaall codl s
el (e S Cagals Ly dl (305 ALK sk cillalad oY Jad 14 OS]
LAy el usadia ) se JA13 305 A el sl s Lad 00,

b Sl deall i (8 3L oo 0185 1911 dle e 14 3 355a ol A
ale (e Clpantinall 8 Adoall H5)SuS Jae L cppdall (a0 o Olafally il edl) 35
st Ol ey Lad daiill 559 cbanional) (5l Adsall 503585 19696l 11964

okl 334019826l Jyyl 12
- Cook, Chris & Leonard, Jane and Waller, Daviche Longman guide to
sources in contemporary British history, Volumé@ygman, 1994, p. 138.
2 Evers, Sandra J.T.M. and Kooy, Marry: Eviction fréine Chagos Islands:
displacement and struggle for identity against tmarld powers, African
History, Voll, (Boston, 2011), Library of Congres€atalogingin
Publication Data., p.70.

Ady BY) bl Al uu%
1



L) ad) ) @iy |

usinyse oy s3ld ) "Charles  Gaetn  DuvalJsass 1963 4le
(PMSD) Mauritian Social Democratic Papilgaasll S)nsy)
asanl us stigl GoynisS el e in ) Lin cllagall Alpd) ma Uil
Oa e (A P ity al) Alas e 835 (a)lalli il cusada ) e
Llaall it 3 dgithay sl cllalodl 4e ) ate Gl Ls Gay - (aainal) G815l
osabuggin ) Gusrdyse dasSa sh)yy udy Jasia e pe ) o cdadil
sluyy Uam 4eny OIS A Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolmahnsadl,
sle ilsl 8 ale sl 8 DY) Adldal @y oY saaly das i aY) Jsl
3.1964
GLY) 8058 2x ¢« Labour  Partyllesl) cis s PRI >y
@5l Jyshill Cale mid salc) V) (1964 slc LasiS) Likkay 8 Aalall
o st sl e pasivedll Al A1) g s b ) 8 L e sady sl

o5 Uy Lakay (yglall 3 4ty 8358 Gaeladdl ST (e 1€ 1930,le 589 3l !

are caie Liad Jaiy 43l cralie sae Jad . abhianll elaa¥l cially Gal

iy da bl 5558 PA milly Jial) ¢ Uad g dalud) olad dilalguly Caye Auia)lall

S sl dlle il JopSade Blal o gaiinysall SLaiBU cpiales Ay (e Ual) (3

b el L eI e

- Dossa, Ibrahim: Sir Gaétan Duval, Editions de Maurice, 1985.
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- Hazareesingh, K.: The life and times of Sir Seesagur Ramgoolmam,

Mauritius, 1992.
% Evers, Sandra J.T.M. and Kooy, Marry: Eviction fromOp. Cit., p.72.
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House to CO, 1036/1141: Prime Minister Wilson priorhis meeting
with Ramgoolam Chacha, Constitution, Diego Garhiatory, Lancaster

, House, Mauritius, 18. Jul, 2010, Bruno
Ibid.
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- Pimlott, Ben: Harold Wilson, Harper Collins, 1992

3CO, 1036/1141: Prime Minister Wilson prior to hiseeting with
Ramgoolam Chacha, Constitution, Op. Cit.
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Ibid.
2 Evers, Sandra J.T.M. and Kooy, Marry: EvictiomfraOp.Cit., p.76.
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! Op. Cit., p.75.

2 PRIM: Note for the record, Mauritius, 20 September, 1965, Copy No 10;
PRIM: Lancaster House, note for the prime Ministeneeting with Sir
Seewosagur Ramgoolam Premier of Mauritius, 22 Sdpte 1965, Copy
No 10; Op.Cit., p.76.

3 CO, 1036/1141: Prime Minister Wilson prior to hiseeting with
Ramgoolam Chacha, Constitution, Op. Cit.
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2Case No: HQ02X01287: “Chagossian Litigation”, Apgien [2003],
Op.Cit, Paragraph 35.

3 PRIM: Lancaster House, Mauritius negotiations, @@b Office, 21
September, 1965, Copy No 10.

* PRIM: Record of a Conversation between The Primaidttr and The
Premier of Mauritius Sir Seewosagur Ramgoolam, e@t&nber, 1965, at

10 Dawning Street, Copy No. 10.
> Evers, Sandra J.T.M. and Kooy, Marry: Eviction fra@p. Cit.,p.78.
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! Royal Courts of Justice, Case No: CO/4093/2004utidéCitation Number:
[2006] EWHC 1038 (Admin), paragraph 24.

2Case No: HQ02X01287: “Chagossian Litigation”, Apgin [2003],
Op.Cit.,p.79; CO, Mauritius Constitutional Conference, Coloniaffi€,
Great Britain, H.M.Stationery Off., 1965, P. 12.

3 Case No: HQO02X01287: “Chagossian Litigation”, Apgi [2003],

Op.Cit., Paragraph 36.
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! Robertson, Geoffrey: Who Owns Diego Garcia? Dedshtion and
Indigenous Rights in the Indian Ocean, p.3.

2 Aboo Swaleh Busawon: Power Politics in The Africestands of The
Indian Ocean (1965-1985), A thesis for Degree ofstdiain African
Studies (Political Science), Institute of Africaredearch and Studies,
Cairo University, Cairo,1990, p118.

% Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964—19®8)me XXI, Near East
Region; Arabian Peninsula: Memorandum from Robertkd&mer of the
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National Security Affairs (Bundy), Washington, Coto 15, 1965,
Document 40.
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- Grossman, Zoltan: Imperial Footprint: Americasréign Military Bases
GlobalDialogue,Winter 2009, 11, ProQuest Research Library.
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! Evers, Sandra J.T.M.and Kooy, MarBviction from, Op. Cit., p.177.

2 Mills, Claire: Disputes over the British Indian @ceTerritory: a survey,
Research paper 13/31, 22 May 2013, Appendix 2rriatenal Affairs and
Defence Section, p.8.

% Department of State: Diego Garcia, MARR/UK/US, Bssified
A/ISS/IPS, E.O. 12958, Page 02afe 118250.
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