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The Image of the Disabled in the Novel of the Kenya
Writer, Ipalei Godfrey, “Mlemavu? Si Mimi” "The
Disabled? Is Not Me"

A Study in the Light of Cultural Criticism

Sayed M. Farid
Prof. Dr. Wagih Y. Al-Sayed Prof. Dr. WaeNabil

» Abstract

The Depiction of the disabled in the Swahili novelhether
negative or positive, went through different stagesording to the
Swahili people awareness of disability. The writefsghe Swalhili
novel have assumed the responsibility of conveyimg image as it
is in society without distortion or exaggeratios, well as without
neglecting to present the reasons that contribiotélde formation of
this image, perhaps the most important of whichcaitural beliefs.
In this context, the researcher relied on the lbpgical novel
“Mlemavu? Si Mimi” by Kenyan writer Ipalei Godfretp identify
the image of the disabled in this novel, by revenlits implicit
cultural patterns; to identify its important role shaping this image
in Swahili society. However, before revealing thgssterns, the
researcher had to present the concept of disahbttityits types, the
relationship between disability and Swahili cultuas well as what
IS meant by implicit cultural patterns.

Keywords: cultural patterns, disability, Swabhili culture, ige of
the disabled, Swabhili novel
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KEZILAHABL Kenya: Kenyatta University, 2019.
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Mama 4ialls cany cuald oLl e aasl) Ol (5538 «Glae Jiba ladly Laasll
Al clilgal) Sl 2l 8 a5l o abs e 1ol sl Ada

“Aidha, hawakukosa ushauri wa kumpa Mama Ada. Kilaoja na
lake, “Mama, piga moyo konde na utende lisilo blidipa kiumbe hiki
nyikani kiliwe na wanyama mwitu” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMIUK. 5)
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ainall 8 et il T e el e aeys Ll el dag
Aol Aag Ll A8ley) o) Gas () I (sapml) pabl iy . Lalsu
“Mungu hatakusamehe pamoja na jamaa zako kwa kulesbe
huyu” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 5)
(Ghstaall 138 A5l chilile s ol 4l dlaslisy )

A8l i) gud) psinall () ol aca g ) Blg ) 038 8 SIS dac g
dib ol ol aaoliie] 5o Leaal daly clgna T sl una Pl e i3
Lyl ailid Jy cdadd Jadall syad Qi o) 2alll o305 cAglV) e Lnd 5 Bl
Adadl) e alially Challs cusall Jag ¥V (s e paliil) agale cang @l
AV (e Al ol Bley) Jlie] Gas ) I gl plaial) sl

“Wewe wajua hatari ya kuwa na mtoto kilema kwetsi $Vateso.
Tangu jadi za mababu zetu ulemavu hauvumiliki ...daekamtupe
mwituni” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 5)

G D L g saedanaall e Wl dailly (Blee Jil Gla) 3)5dady (S a3 <)
() 34 ally o)LL Lolaal ol di ddley)

Cua cdly) A 3LE Jad Lol ABleY) Jlie] Gaw ) 5LaY) ) i ol
Las 38 Jad 5o (Blas il a0l afine Tl ASLEN 6y
i s Gipaa A (eapys (Jilall daa o 505 2l Bylavd
o8 1T sl (s aaial Laxie 4ls 0 o3 3 Saly Gl 2a yelas ! Jaal
LY dpaall el 15 Ledyie

A5 dagal ) dalas cpallgl anl QIS g8 dgeaially”
LJoseph, Janeth. Op.Citk. 38.
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“Alipofika nyumbani umati ambao haujawahi kushulwaiKolanya
ulikuwa umejikusanya kujionea maajabu” (MLEMAVU? $IMI,
UK. 6)

2 ) L G ol ada pead 28 OlS (Jiad) ) il Laaied)

(ilaadl Vg ST llyy (La¥sS
lgha g Aley) jlie) Gus ) 5LEY) LI Al o2 3 (D) L oy
& Anbuall L8N Clatinall e el gk s Sllhg ¢l ) alay G
ol bl Aais Ll aBiay Gl (A8eY) (550 lad) go i) aainal
dl aaY Callae @l lud dags el Ll afingy HAY) Ganally caadin o 5y
A8l gsd JUalal ol el as cladieall odgl dagis V) Lialis anyud
Sl 1l 13 Slall agd faday ¥ s cagie gl 2y (Sl caadia Lpaie Wl
Cans gy Latie 43y By 8 Gul) 13a e e gl () il 85 Ll 28

H@lma o) Lo Jsii L el i 1ol s ) dspanl) il

“Utauvisha ukoo wetu aibu, bezo na dharau” (MLEMAYLSI
MIMI, UK. 6)

(WYl EaYly lal) Laklal cplat Cogu)

s Lindl 3y 8 5yiiall 8l lasjladl) saa) AleY) 550 J38 aays
Chliaall (e waally dalialsad) 28l A Al o38O el L
AALEH J20a olaV) 13a g e Ay iy Al g s Aipe Y 5 )lcanll Jie ddliadl
Ciay s 3y8lae 50 e ABleY) (g5d JUlY) B (e 2 Y S8 LA gul)
adg L JUlY) Vs ) s syl Capat a8l liall) s gadd) asindll
ailyd 3)ya caa Ladie d)g )l o2a 2 ABleY) (g5 Juaky) JE8 s (o) Jslw

Byilae 2Yy 2ay ald e 3] sl

“Vishawishi vya kuangamiza kiumbe hiki, maskini wdungu
navyo vikazidi” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 6)
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“Apali ni jina la kike. Nimeambiwa kwamba niliankanuna punde
tu nilipobaini kwa “Apali” lilikuwa jina la kike. Kvangu ilikuwa kama
kunidhalilisha” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 11)

Lﬂgl_ﬁ ol Sl o e Galeail ey ‘_;al_\ (o S8 e Lﬁ}b\ a9 Lﬂgl_ﬂ)
(V3 Agltiay J dauly a¥) 138 (IS 88 L gl and sa

sl dipandy Coall iy L8 ) 138 iy Grally Sl g il Aaig
NCIINESEIPD K P T RPES
“Kama jina lenyewe linavyonadi, au kama mwenyewayopenda

kulifasiri, God free, niliamini kuwa Mungu yuko hurkufanya
chochote kwa viumbe wake” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. }2

Al ol @l Ll e Aol syudl (o aal LS o ) Lgy (y5lsiy Al 1,8806)
(4slal 5 o8 5l a3 n

Leplay AN Al ClalaiW) any pape () Adls )l o2a 8 (D) (ki a8

- b@\ Cre 22l Al gl dale) Sl A ‘uby\”ws RVESPR PO |

Gt o e pall 8L dulg )l oda ciladia cilih (40 13l (Aabia) culalE),

Aty ol g caBle) s i) aal die d Lavie ccpiale AleY) g0 el

=) el palaaS alee Pla alldy cad bl g o oppde () (5588

Apsall iy aY)

“Mkurugenzi aliponiamkua tu hakuweza kuficha maud@limwita
mwajiri wangu kando kwa mazungumzo ya faragha. “Mbo
wanichezea hivyo, lakini. Kama ni kulipa, nalipal(EMAVU? SI
MIMI, UK. 62)
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Glalaiy] oarny Loy Adtiaall cilalElly o) )loasll L8l GLSTAN Ge paally
ALl e gisye P Wikl Jie Joall sy 8 oyl g dypeaial)
Jsliis Adley) (550 1um Lyaaie s Lol Lalad) 320 Lalsull adiadl Ciles
e 4T oaal Aa i lume 4ilid culaliind Ladie 4ls )0 oda d (3ul) 128 Col<I)
Dladly Chall Gilaing casd i b 45y oL pasliieY @iy )3l 459

g

“Kuzaliwa kwangu kulichukuliwa kama ndege mbaya.i At
ningeletea jamii yangu kisirani! Kwa kosa lipi? Mi® wa kulia
ulijengeka, ila vidole vilionyesha ishara ya kutain&ukua lakini,
vikadinda na kubaki vitundu tu. Nao mkono wa kushdtdinda kupita
zaidi ya kisugudi cha mkono” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK5)

el gag tlas ol o ! adine e Land 0 a8y cnel)
salll ge i LSy gl ladle coyelal Al lial) e linuly san culS
(2 380 Aeb e gaill o il S8 gyl (s Lol L U A8

ABleY) (550 A (e 2a% Ao AleY) lie) Gun ) U Ll b A
Al 48EN 5l i 8 gd 408N Ll 3T e el 108 aay
4l 1508 28 Aaalally (D) el (L Als W 028 8 (5538 LAY 3)laslly
LY lall bl aleiy o)) e Jsaell milail) (e el

“Lakini, kumbe hawakutaka kunivunja kwa kuniambi&weli
kwamba mikono yangu butu haingeweza kutumia kongiyut
(MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 60)
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pxill 5,8 B () sl e lgiae (il 48l ) Lerie Gl aa e
dah 4galee (3lad) Cuane Gall acai) asly (Bl A padly

“Wengi wao waliona kuwa nilijumuishwa kwa sababuhyauma ya
mwalimu kwangu” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 51)

(oo ) Cadalad Capusy A8l cidaill 8 3l e S aEc)

8t Jaa 28 Allall 8 da g B)ysamy Gangy (o2l o)l skl e a2l e
(e (St ol Aala ) gual) A8 Gl ¢ s e (550 olad Al Cladinall (lany
rin Gyonic ge 335 Cully Lad () pall @D Cilaiinall Cullae (e cDIEY)
) clalaay) ol Als )l ol Culaia cilda g (D) Ll 8y A8l g5
Analall (o 4)dt am (a aledl adiaall 500 Al Lo AleY) g5 2
1992\

“Licha ya yote, kasumba ya watu dhidi ya wenzao ygeunlemavu
haikuwa rahisi kuepukika” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 62

B ypal) Gl IS i Jedl (e S0 al 4l o 28 S (e a2l o)
(ABleY) g5d 2

daaa 53 a5 ¢ Alaall GBI Bus ) LYY ) Aol 038 (8 (5B &)k
g Hoaliad) Al (e Ao (550 Aha COUA) sy Caally ey adinal
Dy el 38leY) Gl ) 5yl aagn A ABle Yl gs) e lisnl) ey dal
ey Bynlly (pall jad 8 Cal&l) gy Jadlls duadiaal LlaYl dley) 5
8) S0e Bygear 4ay () palaeYls AAIAY) Aunpaally o5y s

lHahn, Harlan. THE POLITICS OF PHYSICAL DIFFERENCES:
DISABILITY AND DISCRIMINATIONJK: Journal of social issues, 44.1,
p 39-47, 1988.
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“Kama ilivyokuwa katika shule ya msingi, wengi whlivazwa na
maumbile ya mikono yangu” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 35

(s dands (e LESH Cana a8 A1) Apadll & Jall K L)

O paalld ccalally  dlaall G o AR ) Liad D) Ll adg
daaall pha Ll cAadsll aafiall b yelaall s dia ilgs Jagiin Caill )
peie SN Sl Coa cddiall s2n il Ay gl dai AleY) (593 o LDy
aal (o (O Cadag (mdy (A I gl pdaiall adis s Glasd (e
catble) G caills )

“Kila niliyemwendea alinitazama kama mkupuo mmajautiotosha
kunihukumu bila kunipa nafasi ya kujitetea. Hakualgetaka kuona
zaidi ya mikono yangu butu” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK61)

e g5 (e aSall 23S Lo saaly sydan Ul canll il (e JS)
(Aasiadl oy g i 3" RN Lo e g laall da i

s s Y Ayl Ol e A oY) Bas ) 5Lyl D) iy ol
Bpa S 8 padall delaia) @il ) 2ia s crall Gune g3la eha
A G AL s2a Sling o iy A8 ojeiis Jae Ablia ) e
catle) ) 5ydle gspdn Guystaall O V) clagladl Lingl i€ Jlae b
Ao A 4y S Jee sb Al e e g il Wiy (0 gaind

“Kwa sababu ya shahada nilizokuwa nazo, niliitwaakmwahojiano
mengi ya ana kwa ana. Mara nyingi nilihudhuria niano ambapo
wahoji waliniangalia na kushindwa kunioanisha nahsiuda zangu.
Waliyemwona mbele yao ni kilema mwenye mikono butiu.kama
wote walishirikiana kufumbia macho uwezo niliokuwaao”
(MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 69)

Lens Janll COLe (o all jpimal Jiged a8 Tualadl ialed )
o sy < Ginstaall L iy DUlie e 50K Cle 4]

! Sentumbwe, NayindaSIGHTED LOVERS AND BLIND HUSBANDS:
EXPERIENCES OF BLIND WOMEN IN UGAND®alifornia: university
of California press, Disabilitand culture ,1995. P 159-173.
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“Lakini walichotaka kuona zaidi ni mlemavu mwenyékamo butu
akicheza” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 26)

(ol A giia s Glas sy 52 Ay 8 sty Lo ST (1)

A ABleY) (593 Chad e il B ) L (D) ) 2y
Osloay s L) V) 1aa Jas AdleY) 63 Jae o 8E Gl S
M s Al b bl Jleef saxy T8l Y (550 ol die Joadlly Adaall
saaal a8 (Ll (ol <l A6 ) el sl i) e )5S LA
s ol G ( () Culall e de puy ZUSIL Al 4 ellg (Jaadlly
bl sgind 4 o

“Walishangaa kila waliponiona nikiwahutubia au hiknia
kompyota” (MLEMAVU? SI MIMI, UK. 64)

() lall aaain) o agadalal o)) Laxie S0 Caa)
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“Kandokando mwa barabara wakiomba pesa. Baadhi yaduna
peremende na vitu vingine vidogo vidogo. Wachachalikewa
walemavu. Kila wakiniona waliangalia upande mwirggithabda kwa
sababu hawakutaka au waliona aibu kuniomba pesaEWAVU? SI
MIMI, UK. 59)
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“Ni kwa sababu hii na nyingine ndipo nimeamua kuasedari hii
ndefu ya kuwaonyesha binadamu kwamba kila mtu renhdivu, na
ulemavu si kutojiweza. Naomba kuanza na wewe ...” EMIAVU? Sl
MIMI, UK. 76)
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- Godfrey, Ipalei.MLEMAVU? SI MIMI.Kenya: Oxford University
Press, 2010.
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- Acquaviva, Graziella. Disabling Stereotypd¥3iE PERCEPTION
AND REPRESENTATION OF DISABILITY IN SWAHILI ORAL
AND WRITTEN LITERATURHtalia: Studi Magrebini, university
of Turin, N 18, p 1-21, 2020.

- Chamba, Leen AbdallabHAMIRA KWENYE NYIMBO ZA
WASANII  WASIOONA NA MTAZAMO WAO KWA JAMII

Tanzania Chuo Kikuu Cha Dar Es Salaam, 2011.

- Christensen, James Boyd TANI: JOKING, SEXUAL LICENSE
AND SOCIAL OBLIGATIONS AMONG THEJGURU.USA:

American Anthropologist 65.6, P 1314 -132D63.

- Hahn, Harlan.THE POLITICS OF PHYSICAL DIFFERENCES:
DISABILITY AND DISCRIMINATIONJK: Journal of social
issues, 44.1, p 39-47, 1988.

- Joseph, JanettJSAWIRI WA ULEMAVU KUPITIA MITAZAMO
YA WAHUSIKA NA UJENZI WA DHAMIRA KATIKA TAMTHILIA
TEULE Tanzania: chuo kikuu cha Dar Es Salaam, 2022.

- Mahenge, Elizabeth. MSIGANO WA MAJINA YA
‘WALEMAVU’KATIKA JAMII YA WAZUNGUMZAJI KISWAHILI:
MIFANO KUTOKA TANZANIA Dar Es Salaam: Kioo Cha Lugha,

11.1, uk 78-90, 2017.
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- .UUMBAJI WA UALBINO KATIKA
FASIHI YA KISWAHILI: UCHAMBUZI WA KAZ| TEULE.

Tanzania: Chuo Kikuu Cha Dar Es Salaam, 2019

- Mchepange, Shani Omari, na Elizabeth Godwin Mahenge
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