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» Abstract:

The British Foreign Ministry's reading of the visit of the
Egyptian Bishop of Abyssinia to Russia in 1902

The visit of the Egyptian Bishop Mataus to Caesafassia in
1902 did not receive a historical study that highls its
objectives and nature before. That is why the deanimof the
British Foreign Ministry represent an important swurin
clarifying the truth of the visit and its objectszeWhen the
problems aggravated between Egypt and Abyssinia Dee al-
Sultan, Menelik, the Emperor of Ethiopia, resortedhe help of
the Russians, asking to enter into their religiotsgrtion, and
threatening to move away from the Egyptian Churckld an
completely depart from its religious authority.tms context, the
British documents explain to us the difficulty tHzthiopia was
facing in accepting the Russians with this chandpeenTthe visit
was presented to us as having taken place by agredrmtween
Menelik and Mutas to convince the Russians of thenge, and
in another aspect it showed us the role of the Rassin
arranging and implementing it. Rather, it assumealtimrd aspect
that the mission of the Egyptian Bishop was vegrete and that
the Egyptian Church knew nothing about it, andrbéa out to be
the opposite. Accordingly, these documents drewutodifferent
frameworks that need to be read carefully, in otdeunderstand
the developments that took place between the Emypénd
Ethiopian churches later on.

Key Words: Russia, the Egyptian bishop, Metaus, the British

Foreign Ministry, Abyssinia, the Egyptian Church
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No, 5]0

Sir C. Seott to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received July 28.)

(No. 240.)
My Lord, 8t. Petershurgh, Ju!y 23, 1902,

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch
No. 197 of the 16th instant relative to the visit to St. Petersburgh of the Abyssinian
Abuna Mathios, but as T have had no occasion of meeting the Bishop, I have
refrained from acting on the permission given me to deliver to him the message of
the Emperor Menelek which was conveyed through His Majesty's Acting Agent and
Consul-General at Cairo.

The Abuna had the honour of being received in audience by their Imperial

jesties at Peterhof, and also by the Empress Marie, to whom, as patroness of the

Cross Society, he was charged to express the deep gratitude of the Emperor
Menelek and of the Abyssinian Eﬂlﬂﬂ for the great services rendered to the
Abyssinian sick and wounded in their last war by the doetors and nurses of the
Russian Red Cross Expedition.

In the interval of déjedners at Peterhof, receptions by the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs and Ways of Communication, and frequent visits fo the churches of 8f. Peters-
burgh, the Abuna and his Mission found time, * aceompanied by the newly-appointed
Minister Resident to Abyssinia, M. Lischine, to visit the Obuchoff Works (the
Russian Krupp), und saw a trial of new cannon in the polygon.”

I have, &e.
(Signed)  CHARLES 8. SCOTT.

Fo ALCT WITHOUT PERMISION OF THE|
; *-Od / o PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, I.ONDT;E

|

No. 54.
Sir R. Rodd to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recewved August 2.)

ﬁlo. 165. Secret.)
y Lord, Rome, July 11, 1902.

WITH: reference to Mr, Findlay’s -No. 66, Secret, of the 18th instant,
on the subject of the visit of the Abuna Mathios to St. Petersburgh, I have been
informed at the Italian Foreign Office that they are in possession of certain evidence
that he was the bearer of a letter from the Emperor Menelek to the Czar, but they are
not aware of the nature of its contents. R

ve, &e.

(Signed) ~ RENNELL RODD)
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