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Abstract

This study aims to examine the beliefs of students in the Faculty of
Applied Sciences, Mathematics Department, at Palestine Technical
University "Kadoorie" towards mathematics. To achieve the goal of the
study, the students were asked general questions to clarify their opinions.
This study used a qualitative approach of the type of analvtical
descriptive curriculum. The data was collected through semi-structured,
in-depth interviews with (20) participants, constituting a representative
sample of college students majoring in mathematics. Interviews were
conducted face-to-face, online, and over the phone. Their responses were
recorded both in textual files and audio recordings, then imported into
MAXQDA software for thematic analysis. The students' responses were
analyzed accordingly Upon analyzing the students' responses, their
beliefs were categorized, where the number of beliefs reached (27)
beliefs. These were distributed among four main ideas: beliefs held by
students related to the teacher, beliefs related to the nature of
mathematics, beliefs related to students' ability to learn mathematics, and
beliefs related to the assessment of learning mathematics. The students'
beliefs in all these areas exhibited a negative trend.
In light of the results, the researchers recommended several important
recommendations, including: providing real-life activities that connect the
content of mathematics curricula to authentic situations, conducting
qualitative research to study the factors leading to the formation of
negative beliefs among students, updating mathematics teacher training
programs to align with ongoing developments in curricula and teaching
methods in general, in order to positively impact students' learning and
specifically mathematics education.

Keywords: beliefs; mathematics; college students; qualitative study.
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