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Abstract:

The current study aimed to examine the role of social networking sites in forming
the mental image of some foreign countries among university youth in (Sweden -
Norway - Japan). This was done by using the survey method and questionnaire form
as a tool for collecting data. The study reached a set of results, the most prominent of
which were: * The first hypothesis was completely fulfilled, as it was shown that there
is @ moderate direct relationship between the contribution of the content presented in
introducing foreign countries and the degree of changing the image in the minds of
followers, where it was (r>0.3) and is significant at the 0.01 level. « The second
hypothesis was fully fulfilled, as it was found that there is a moderate direct
relationship between the contribution of the contents presented in introducing foreign
countries and the mental image (positive - negative - ranging between positive and
negative) that university youth form towards those countries, where it was (r > 0.3),
which is significant at the level of 0.01. « The third hypothesis was completely
fulfilled, as the research proved that there are statistically significant differences
between the levels of exposure rate (heavy - medium - low) to accounts of foreign
countries on social networking sites and the levels of mental image (positive -
negative - ranging between positive and negative). * The fourth, fifth, and sixth
hypotheses were partially fulfilled, as there are statistically significant differences
between the mental image that university youth form about foreign countries by
exposure to their accounts on social networking sites, with the demographic variables
represented by gender (males and females), while there are no statistically significant
differences between (sample The study) varies according to the socio-economic level
and the mental image that university youth form about foreign countries by exposure
to their accounts on social networking sites.

Keywords: social networking sites - mental image - foreign countries - university
youth.
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