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The relationship between the employment of individuals with autism
spectrum disorder and their level of social interaction skills from the point

of view of their families
By
Ahmed Waleed Khalaf Allah
Dr.Saad Bin Yahya Al Athbah
Associate Professor of Special Education
Abstract

This study aimed to explore the impact of employing individuals with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD) on their social interaction skills, through understanding the perspectives of their
caregivers. The study adopted a descriptive analytical approach and relied on using questionnaires and
interviews as data collection tools from a sample of 37 caregivers of individuals with ASD, provided
they had worked in various jobs for at least 6 months. The analysis results showed that there is a
moderate impact of employing individuals with ASD on improving their social communication
skills and social initiative, without this impact being associated with the demographic variables of the
facility's nature, the duration of employment, or the employee's age. The study also showed that
employment-related communication skills include the ability of individuals with ASD to engage in
conversations with familiar people and welcome them, understand their emotions and deal with them
effectively, in addition to their desire to participate in job-related activities, their commitment to self-
development and contributing to improving the performance of their colleagues, using the required
tools correctly, and interacting well with others. Through these results, the study recommended the
need to provide specialized training programs to increase these skills among individuals with ASD in

the labor market.

Keywords: employment, individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder, social communication

skills, social initiative.
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