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A comparative study of the feddan yield of the exported and
locally marketed potato crop in Gharbia Governorate

Dr.Shahira Mohamed Reda Ebrahim

.JSenior Researcher at Agricultural Economic Research Institute -Agricultural Research Center

Summary:

The potato crop is one of the important vegetable crops in Egypt, As
the cultivated area in the old lands reached about 317.94 thousand acres in
2021, The total amount of output was about 3.68 million tons in the same
year, and the area of cultivated potatoes in Gharbia Governorate amounted
to 25.8 thousand feddans, about 10.81% of the total cultivated area of the
old lands in the governorates of Lower Egypt, which amounted to about
238.68 thousand feddans, and represents about 8.11% of the total land area.
cultivated in Egypt, amounting to about 317.94 thousand acres, The
productivity of an acre of potatoes in Gharbia governorate was about 12.74
tons/feddan, representing about 105.7% of the productivity of an acre of
potatoes in the governorates of Lower Egypt, amounting to 12.05
tons/feddan, and representing about 110.11% of the productivity of an acre
of potatoes in the old lands at the level of the Republic, amounting to about
11.57 tons/feddan.

The total amount of potato production in Gharbia Governorate
reached 328.6 thousand tons, representing about 11.43% of the total amount
of potato production in the old lands in the governorates of Lower Egypt,
which is about 2.88 million tons, and represents about 8.93% of the total
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amount of potato production in the old lands at the level of the Republic,
which is about 3.68 million tons. In 2021. (Ministry of Agriculture and
Land Reclamation, 2021.), The area cultivated for potatoes in the winter
loop in Gharbia Governorate amounted to about 10.74 thousand feddans,
and the production of potatoes in the winter loop in the governorate
amounted to about 109.05 thousand tons in 2021, while the area cultivated
for potatoes in the summer loop in Gharbia Governorate amounted to about
14.9 thousand feddans, and potato production in the summer loop in the
governorate amounted to about 14.9 thousand feddans. About 217.92
thousand tons in the same year, while the cultivated area of potatoes in the
Nile loop in Gharbia governorate was about 156 acres, and potato
production in the Nile loop in the governorate reached about 1.63 thousand
tons in the same year.

The research aims to conduct a comparative study of summer potato
production and marketing abroad and locally in Gharbia Governorate, by
achieving the following sub-objectives: (1) the relative importance of items
for the costs of an acre of summer potatoes in the center of Kafr El-Zayat,
Gharbia Governorate, season 2022., (2) parameters and indicators of
summer potato farms for the sample. research center at Kafr El-Zayat
Center, Gharbia Governorate, season 2022., (3) a comparative study of the
feddan yield of the exported summer potato crop, which is marketed locally
at the Kafr EI-Zayat Center, Gharbia Governorate, season 2022., (4) a study
of productivity problems faced by summer potato growers in the research
sample at Kafr EI-Zayat Center Gharbia governorate and the possibility of
overcoming it from the point of view of producers., To achieve its
objectives, the research relied on the use of descriptive and quantitative
economic analysis, where some analytical methods were used such as
percentages, income analysis and costs to identify the most important
criteria for analysis and financial evaluation of the summer potato
production farms in the research sample, in addition to studying the
productive problems that summer potato producers are exposed to in the
research sample farms.

The most important results were as follows:
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The average cost of an acre of summer potatoes in the farms of the Yahthi
sample, Kafr Al-Zayat Center, Gharbia Governorate, season 2022., was
higher than the average cost of an acre of summer potatoes issued by the
Directorate of Agriculture in the governorate by 820 pounds in the same
season.

The cost of renting an acre and the cost of seed potatoes represent the largest
share of the costs of summer potato production in the research sample, as
they represent about 52.16% of the total value of the acre costs in the farms
of the research sample.

The rate of return to costs from an acre of summer potatoes exported abroad
in the research sample was about 3.38.

The income above the variable costs of acres of summer potatoes exported
abroad in the research sample amounted to about 4.59 thousand pounds.
The profit of the spent pound of summer potatoes exported abroad
amounted to about 2.38.

The rate of return on investment from an acre of summer potatoes exported
abroad in the Kafr El-Zayat center was about 9.08.

The rate of profit from acres of summer potatoes exported abroad in the
research sample was about 70.44%.

It was found that the economic indicators of the summer potato acre in the
sample farms that export most of their production are much higher than
those of the sample farms that market their production locally.

The most important problems facing producers are the problem of
fluctuating selling prices of the potato crop from time to time, the problem
of high seed prices, the problem of irregular irrigation water in agriculture,
the problem of fertilizer and pesticide prices, and the problem of
transportation costs.

Keywords: Summer Potatoes - Cost Items - Average Yield Per Feddan -
Gharbia Governorate.
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