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Faculty of Agriculture Students® Attitudes toward the
Establishment of Small Agricultural Enterprises (A case
study of Agriculture Faculty students, Damanhur
University)

Maha E. Harhash and Salwa A. Ghaly

Department of Agricultural Economy, Extension and Rural Development, Faculty of
Agriculture, Damanhour University, Behera, Egypt.

ABSTRACT:

This research aims mainly to identify faculty of agriculture
students' attitudes toward the establishment of small agricultural
enterprises, the research data was collected using a personal interview
questionnaire during the second semester of the academic year
2017/2018. The population research represented in the total students in
the third and fourth level of the faculty of agriculture, Damanhur
University, they were 1052 students. A simple sample was selected
randomly; it amounted to 244 representing 23% of the total number of
students enrolled in the third and fourth level. Descriptive statistics
were used as numerical and relative frequency distribution tables,
simple and relative correlation coefficient, regression coefficient,
partial and the quantitative and the model of stepwise regression as
statistical tools to explain and interpret the results. The most important
results were as follows :

1- %16.4 of respondents with negative attitudes toward the
establishment of small agricultural enterprises compared to 21.7% of
students' respondents with positive attitudes, while nearly 62% of
respondents had neutral attitudes toward the establishment of small
agricultural enterprises.

2 -The general attitudes of the respondents the students in the
department of land and water, economics and agricultural extension
and rural development, animal production and poultry more positive
toward the establishment of small agricultural enterprises of the nature
of the trends of their peers in other departments toward the
establishment of small agricultural enterprises. And when the funding
problems were few, the attitudes of the respondents were more
positive toward the establishment of agricultural enterprises.

3 -There were significant relations between the general attitudes of the
respondents as a dependent variable, and two independent variables:
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the availability of places to establish the small agricultural enterprises
and the point views of peers for establishing the small agricultural
enterprises.

4 -Thirteen variables examined combined explain a rate of 15.8% of
the total variance explained in a dependent variable.

5- Three of the independent variables are: the availability of places to
establish the small agricultural enterprises, and the number of the
funding problems facing the establishment of small agricultural
enterprises from the point of view of the respondents and the degree of
positive views of the peers in the establishment of small agricultural
enterprises be explained together alone, 12.4% of the total variance in
the dependent variable 15.8% mentioned, namely that the rest of the
variables occur among the previous three variables dynamically active
interaction through 4.4% of the variance explained in the general
attitudes of respondents.

Key words: attitudes, faculty of agriculture students, small
agricultural enterprises.
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