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A Study of Knowledge Level for Artichoke Farmers with
Contract Farming in a Village in EI-Behira Governorate
Ali Mahmoud Abd EI-Halim

Department of Economics and Agricultural Extension and Rural Development, Faculty of
Agriculture, University of Damanhour

Abstract:

This research was aimed mainly to study the level of knowledge
for artichoke farmers with contract farming in a village in El-Behira
Governorate, determining the degree of correlation between the
cognitive levels of the respondents with some of the independent
variables examined. The identification of the appropriate contractual
system for the artichoke crop. We know the problems of contract
farming, the expected role of agricultural extension in contract farming
from the point of view of the surveyed farmers.

The most important results were as follows:

65.91% of the respondents who heard about contract farming had a
high level of knowledge, 85.23% of the farmers who heard about
contract farming knew the meaning of contract farming, and 73.86%
of the surveyed farmers recognized the importance of contract
farming. A significant correlation was found between the variables of
the marital status and the degree of exposure to the sources of
agricultural information with the variable of the knowledge level of
the farmers concerned with contract farming. The value of the chi
square for the social situation was 30,307 at a significant level of
0.011, and the degree of exposure to the sources of agricultural
information was 112.135 at a significant level of 0.026. 80.68% of the
farmers interviewed, they preferred the contract system for the sale of
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the crop, and 24.48% of the farmers preferred to contract with the
marketing association of vegetable and fruit crops, and 68.18% of the
farmers preferred to contract before planting while 30.72% of the
surveyed farmers prefer a written and documented contract. The most
important problems mentioned by the respondents were: delaying the
contracting parties both in receiving or paying for the crop, price
volatility due to failure to achieve the required quality, and the
unwillingness of the contracting parties to bear any losses even if they
are partially responsible.

-88-



