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An ANALYTICAL EXTENSION STUDY OF THE
CURRENT STATUS OF CROCODILES AND THEIR
MANAGEMENT IN THE FISHERIES OF LAKE NASSER

Elsaey, S.E. F

Department of Human Development and Economics -Faculty of Fish & Fisheries
Technology- Aswan University

ABSTRACT:

This research aims to study the current status of crocodiles and
their management in the fisheries of Lake Nasser, by identifying the
scientific studies that presented the numbers of crocodiles and places
of their presence, as well as identifying the impact of climate changes
on crocodiles, the relationship of crocodiles to ecological balance, and
fish production at Lake Nasser, in addition to identifying the best
ways to manage the crocodiles in Lake Nasser.

This research was conducted on a random sample of fishers
who held fishing licenses in the four fishers’ cooperative societies
operating at Lake Nasser. And reached sample size being studied of
152 fishers, representing 5% of the total number of members of fishers
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societies, which numbered 3021 registered in the register of licenses
of fishers’ cooperative societies. As well as 42 experts and specialists
in scientific and professional institutions are concerned with Lake
Nasser.

And the data was collected during the November and
December months, of 2022 by using a questionnaire personal
interview of fishers, and focused group discussions with experts and
specialists. The frequencies, percentages, and arithmetic mean were
used in presenting the results.

The results showed that fishers and crocodiles naturally
conflict on certain resources and that the damage caused by the
human-crocodile conflict will affect ecosystems, and therefore it was
necessary to emphasize that the presence of crocodiles at Nasser Lake
maintains biological balance and their absence may cause an
environmental imbalance, also the crocodile is a biological organism
that has no relationship The fish stock is decreasing, as the crocodile
feeds on large and predatory fish that have no economic value, such as
catfish, shield-head catfish, and freshwater puffer fish. Climate
changes affect the sexual ratio of hatching in crocodiles; also
Crocodiles at Lake Nasser are one of the most important tourist
attractions at the lake, as ecotourism can contribute to the sustainable
use and continuity of wildlife and natural resources. It is impossible to
monitor the real numbers of crocodiles at Lake Nasser. The actual
number of crocodiles that were monitored at the lake ranged from
(thousand -30 thousand) crocodiles (over land and underwater), also
fishing for Lake Nasser crocodiles is prohibited by law, as crocodiles
found in nature cannot be traded, Where the crocodiles of Lake Nasser
were included in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) but Egypt allowed to raise
crocodiles on farms for trade purposes. And that the poaching of
crocodiles at Lake Nasser is due to the lax application of wildlife
protection laws to the extent that some believe that the crocodile trade
is legitimate, especially after the changes in the CITES treaty.

Key words: Crocodiles - Lake Nasser - Ecological balance -Fish
stocks
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