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The farmers’ visions in using websites to provide agricultural
extension service In Kafr EI-Sheikh and Dakahlia
governorates

Hagras,H.A* ; M. E. N. El-Shargawy** and H. A. El-Deeb**
*Faculty of Agriculture - Damietta University

**Agric. Extension & Rural Development Research Inst, ARC

ABSTRACT:

The research aimed to identify the opinion of the respondents’
farmers in using agricultural websites to provide agricultural extension
service by identifying the respondents’ knowledge level of the studied
agricultural websites, their use of them and their opinions in favoring
their use over traditional extension methods, and the possibility of
relying on them in providing agricultural extension services, and to
identify the significant differences between the means degree of the
respondents in the two governorates of the study in each of the:
Knowledge of Agricultural websites and their use And the trade-off
between their use or the use of traditional methods of extension. And
the possibility of reliance on it to provide extension service. As well as
to identify the obstacles of the respondents’ use of agricultural
websites, and their requirements to increase and activate their use. The
research data were collected during the months of February and March
2022, through a personal interview using the questionnaire for a
deliberate sample of 171 respondents, with 78 respondents from three
villages in Kafr EI-Sheikh Governorate , and 93 respondents from
three villages in Dakahlia Governorate, the several statistical methods
were used it: frequencies, percentages, arithmetic mean, weighted
mean, standard deviation, and “t” test in the presentation and analysis
of research data: The most important results are summarized as
follows:
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- 33.3% of the total farmers surveyed have a low level of knowledge
of agricultural websites, 55.1% of the respondents in Kafr El-Sheikh
governorate, and 15.1% of the respondents in Dakahlia governorate.
While the percentage of the total respondents with a high level of
knowledge reached 25.8%, including 19.3% of the respondents in Kafr
El-Sheikh Governorate, and 31.3% of the respondents in the Dakahlia
Governorate

- 55% of the total farmers surveyed have a low level of use of
agricultural websites, including 83.4% of the respondents in the Kafr
El-Sheikh governorate, and 31.2% of the respondents in the Dakahlia
governorate. While the percentage of the total respondents with a high
level of use was 14.6%, including 3.8% of the respondents in Kafr El-
Sheikh governorate, and 23.6% of the respondents in Dakahlia
governorate.

- 27.5% Only of the total farmers surveyed prefer to use agricultural
websites over traditional extension methods in obtaining agricultural
information and extension services in the areas of agricultural
production, including 19.2% of the respondents in Kafr EI-Sheikh
governorate, and 34.4% of respondents in Dakahlia governorate

- 21.6% of the total respondents see the possibility of relying on
agricultural websites to provide extension service in the areas of
agricultural production in a highly degree, including 7.7% of the
respondents in Kafr El-Sheikh Governorate, 33.3% of the respondents
in Dakahlia Governorate, and 34.5% of the total respondents, and
39.7% of Kafr EI-Sheikh respondents, and 30.1% of Dakahlia
respondents believe that it can be relied upon to a weak degree in
providing extension service in the areas of agricultural production.
-There is a significant difference between the average scores of the
farmers surveyed in the two governorates of the study in each of the
degree of , their knowledge of agricultural websites, their use of
agricultural websites, and the comparison of respondents between the
use of agricultural websites and traditional extension methods. And the
possibility of relying on agricultural websites to provide extension
service at a significant level of 0.01.

-The most important obstacles that limit the respondents' use of
agricultural websites are: the lack of communication centers, the lack
of some farmers' culture of participation and dialogue, and the lack of
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awareness among some farmers of the importance of using websites in
agricultural extension.

-The most important requirements of the respondents to use
agricultural websites were: providing educational material on websites
in a form suitable for farmers, providing information with pictures and
videos of some agricultural operations, and providing computers for
Agricultural Cooperatives.

Keywords: Extension Services, Traditional Extension Methods,
Agricultural Websites
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