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“Transforming a Mamluk Resident Room into a Monastery and a Mosque in Cairo”

(An Archaeological Study in Light of Publishing Three New Ottoman Inspection Documents)
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Abstract:

Islamic monuments in Cairo have had several architectural modifications and
functional transformations throughout history that aimed at changing the urban
structure and planning of establishments in Islamic cities. Such modifications took
several legislative procedures recorded in judicial registers and records, especially
inspection documents in the Ottoman era that maintained several facts and data.

The present study offers a new reading, revealing the multiple uses of a Mamluk
resident room in Cairo. It publishes three new Ottoman inspection documents of a
resident room in ElI-Gouaniah Lane: two of a monastery that was originally a Mamluk
resident room and one of Zawiat (Small Mosque) Alfath that was originally a
monastery. The archaeological and historical study revealed the multiple uses of the
resident room understudy into a monastery and then a mosque, identified the planning
of the room into a monastery and its architectural and artistic structure, as well as the
relationship to the religious rituals of the monks, and discussed the architectural
injustice and religious conflicts and their impact on the spatial and functional
transformation.

The author adopted the historical, analytical, and inductive approaches.

Keywords:

Resident room; EI-Gouaniah Lane; Inspection documents; Functional transformation;
Monastery; Alfath Mosque.
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