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The Developmental State in Africa ... Rwanda as A Model.
Ahmed Elshoura Abouzied
ahmad.elshoura@aun.edu.eg

Abstract:

For previous periods, many Western literature and political development
scholars excluded attempts to replicate or transfer the developmental model
from Japan and East Asian countries to other geographical regions, especially in
Africa. Some scholars have promoted the impossibility of development in
African countries. However, in recent decades, some African countries have
achieved remarkable levels of development. A series of successful
developmental policies in those countries have revived public interest in the
possibility of applying the concept of a "developmental state™ in the continent.
The study focuses on Rwanda, which represents a unique development model in
the African continent for two reasons: First, the country suffered two decades
from one of the most humanitarian disasters in human history due to the 1994
genocide. During the two decades, it has succeeded in transferring from a state
of civil war and genocide to a development. The other reason is the exceptional
growth of Rwanda even though has limited resources compared to its peers in
the continent. Hence, the main question research question crystallizes: How did
Rwanda move from a state of civil strife and genocide to a state of
development?

The study concluded that Rwanda can be described as a promising
developmental country (emerging development), not as the Asian
developmental models, because of its specificity and the short period of
transition from the civil war to the development. The study determined three
factors have led to the success of Rwanda to be a promising and potential
developmental State since 2000: reconciliation policies and rebuilding the state
and social fabric, the presence of a political elite directed and designed to
achieve development, and reforming the bureaucratic apparatus to be more
efficient and effective.

Keywords: Developmental State-Political Development, The Continent of
Africa, Rwanda.
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