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The Arabic Alphabet:

Its History, Development of Characters, and Points of Articulation

Labidi Bouabdallah & Ahmed Eldamaty
Labidi Bouabdallah—-Arabic language department — Mohamed bin

Zayed for humanity science university,
Labidi.bouabdallah@mbzuh.ac.ae

& Ahmed Eldamaty

Languages center, Al Kasemeya university, Al Shareka, UAE.

aeldamaty@alqasimia.ac.ae

Abstract
This research uses a descriptive and analytical approach to address the
subject of the Arabic alphabet in its historical context and through an
archaeological journey. It does this by tracing the origin of Arabic handwriting.
As the journey develops, several theories emerge, namely: fawqgifiyyah,
idiomatic theory, hiriyya (the Northern theory), himyariyya (the Southern
z‘heory), and finally, the Modern Arabic theory.
It also briefly covers the formation of characters and the development of the
dot system. The research highlights the initial efforts of the ancient Arab
linguists and their arrangements and combinations of these characters and
dots. It starts with ~abu I—aswad -ad—-dwal,; nasru bnu <asim and yahya bnu
yarmur, Then °al-xaflu bnu >ahmad >al-farq hi di.
It also deals with phonetic characteristics in terms of the point of each
articulation. It provides descriptions of consonants in terms of specific graphic
symbols, with each one indicating a specific phoneme in light of what >a/-
xaf/and his student sibawayh mentioned. The research is delivered in a
simplified, engaging way. Each element of the aforementioned is presented in
a way that gives a clear picture of how it relates to the Arabic alphabet, and it
is all based on reliable, unique sources and references.
Keywords: Arabic alphabet — history Arabic alphabets —dots — shape - points

of articulation
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= Olivaux, R, Pédagogie de I’écriture et graphothérapie,
Preface de Peugeot, J. Masson, Paris, Milan, Barcelone,
Bonn. 2°™ tirage, 1991.
= Peugeot, J, La connaissance de I’enfant par I’écriture:

L’ approche graphologique des difficultés de 1’enfant.
¢dt Privat, France, 1991.
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