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Professional learning Communities and Their Expected Role
in Developing Sustainable Professional Development for
Teachers: An analytical study

Abstract

Despite the multiplicity of bodies and institutions entrusted with the
responsibilities of professional development of teachers in Egypt, there
is literature indicating that sustainable professional development of
teachers in Egypt suffers from several problems; therefore, the study
aimed to identify how to benefit from professional learning communities
in advancing sustainable professional development of teachers, and to
propose a future vision for developing sustainable professional
development of teachers in light of the formula of professional learning
communities. The study relied on the descriptive approach in
extrapolating and analyzing the troubled reality of sustainable
professional development of teachers in Egypt, which imposes the
inevitability of adopting a new concept of sustainable professional
development of teachers, its most important objectives, and the
principles that govern and guide planning for its programs. Also,
analyzing the literature related to the concept of professional learning
communities and its characteristics, in addition to using the historical
approach to trace the historical roots of the emergence of the concept of
professional learning communities. The dimensions of the expected role
of professional learning communities in developing sustainable
professional development of teachers were extrapolated; This was based
on monitoring and analyzing the experiences of some advanced
countries in this field; In light of this, a proposed vision was reached to
employ professional learning communities in developing sustainable
professional development for teachers in Egypt, and a form was
prepared that includes the main axes of the proposed vision, and
presented to a group of education professors from different

specializations for arbitration.

Keywords: Learning communities - Professional learning communities -
Sustainable professional development for teachers
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