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Abstract:

This paper aims to study the historical events of the end of the Sasanian Empire
particulary the last seven kings of the Sasanian Empire (628-651 AD) in the Shahnama
manuscript, with a review of their depictions in the copies of the Shahnameh manuscripts
dating back to the Safavid period (907-1148 AH / 1501-1736 AD) that represents some themes
of five kings, including Shirwi, Ardshir Ill, Farayin, Purandukht, and Yazdagird Ill. Then, it
could be classified according to themes into: Sitting on the throne, councils, war battles, killing
kings, as well as funerals of kings and visiting their graves. The study will focus on clarification
the similarity and difference in these representations of the manuscripts of the same subject
according to the different versions of the Shahnameh and the several artistic schools in the
Safavid period and to clarify the influence of the political situation on choosing of represented
subjects or to avoid some. Furthermore, The study will focus on clarify if the painter was very
strict to draw the real community exactly as he read, and understood in the manuscript of
Shahnama, if the answer was no, the artist didn't abide by the manuscript, so what was his
reasons, is it Iranian patriotism or influenced by the political and religious doctrine of the
Safavid period in the time which these representation had painted.
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