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Abstract

India was famous for making special containers for preserving gunpowder, which is used
during firing, whether in times of war or hunting, The raw materials used in its manufacture
varied between ivory, bone and wood. This study adds another raw materia, which is "jade
stone”, which is one of the semi-precious stones whose hardness is on the Mohs scale 6, and
therefore it is easy to form and decorate according to the required shape, and it is difficult to
break, In addition, it has characteristics and symbolic connotations in the beliefs of peoples,
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especially the Indian people, who take it as a symbol of victory. In fact, all of these raw
materials are characterized by a quality commensurate with the function of these vessels as
they do not help sparks or ignition occur during friction. In addition, it has characteristics
and symbolic connotations in the beliefs of peoples, especially the Indian people, who take it
as a symbol of victory. and escape from dangerous natural phenomena such as thunderbolts,
In fact, all of these raw materials are characterized by a quality commensurate with the
function of these vessels, as it do not help sparks or ignition occur during friction. Thus it is
the most suitable and safe raw material for gunpowder holder. This stone is available in
nature in all sizes, which helps it to be widely used in the manufacture of many utensils and
vessels. The shapes of the gunpowder containers made of this stone varied between the shape
of hunting horns or animal horns, the shape of a fish, and a hemispherical shape. The artist
did not lose sight of the symbolism of some decorative elements in Indian society, so he did
some of them on these vessels. These vessels received attention and care by the Mughal
emperors and senior statesmen, and the evidence for that is what we have received from
them and are preserved in international museums. The Mughal painter executed them in
album illustrations, illustrating the raw material through the manipulation of colors.

Keywords: India, Mughal, gunpowder, bowls, jade, paintings.
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-Wolfgang Born: Ivory Powder flask from the Mughal Period, Ars Islamica,
Vol.9, 1942, PP.93-111.
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