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An Archaeological Artistic Study of the Holy Qur'anic manuscript from the
Ottoman era, first publishing, by The Calligrapher Ahmed ibn Celebi,
dated (954 AH / 1547 AD).

Mohamed Farrag Mohamed El Ghoul
Abstract:

This research aimed to study one of the Ottoman Turkish Qur'anic manuscripts,
dated to the 10th century AH/16th century AD.Which probably back to the reign of The
Ottoman Sultan Suleiman al ganouny.This manuscript fist publishing, Preserved now in
the Cairo International Airport Museum (Terminal 3), Before that, it was Preserved in the
Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo (under No0.18091), Considered as small of Qur'anic
manuscript (size: 13.2 x 8 cm), All folios were completed and in a very good state of
preservation. At the end of manuscript there is signature of the calligrapher Ahmed ibn
Celebi, (the Current study found misread of the name recorded in museum’s archives as:
Ahmed Jaliany) and dated 954 AH/1547 AD.

This study defined the nature of the artistic direction for current copy of the Holy
Quranic manuscript, all forms of arts of book that related ex.Calligraphy, Gilding,
ornamentation and Bookbinding, Then shed light on artistic styles are used in
illumination. Also, Writing the artistic style for the current calligrapher and try to find a
bibliography to him. Then, make limitations of the names that are related to calligrapher
belonging to his artistic family. And shed light on the artistic techniques used in its
illumination, In addition to detecting placements of Gilding and ornamentations executed
in side it, types of decorative elements, colors used, and other details.

The study was divided into an introduction and two main parts, the first part: the
descriptive study of the Qur’anic manuscript, the second part: the comparative analytical
study of the calligraphic, artistic and decorative styles implemented within it, then the
results of the study, the appendix, and the footnotes of the research.

Key words:

Holy Mus'haf manuscript, The book arts, Ottoman era, Calligrapher Ahmad bin
Celebi, illumination, Gilding, Bookbinding.
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