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Al-Tanha architecture in the 12-13th centuries AH / 18-19 AD, a documentary
archaeological study

Abstract

The study of archaeological architectural terminology is of great importance, especially through
resources and documents. Where it is possible to reveal the terms (vernacular
terminology)used by the people of the era on the one hand, and for the people of experience
among the engineers and builders who know the names of the terms that are used in
architecture and construction. On the other hand, which we can call "the terminology of the
era", and by studying these Terminology and tracking it (to follow it) through the documents
gives a true and more realistic picture of the concept and the purpose of different architectural
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units.From this point of view, this paper will deal with a new architectural term, which is "Al-
Tanha".The researcher encountered this architectural term in many documents attributed to
the 12-13 AH / 18-19 CE centuries. It was also noted by the historians of that period, such as al-
Demardashi and al-Jabarti.

Which shows the importance and prevalence of this term in those periods Despite that, no one
has studied it and determined its model.

So, it was necessary to allocate an introductory and explanatory study and try to root it and
identify the category of houses that included this element. All along with studying the
documents for each house as much as possible, this required the dissemination and study of
parts of documents that had not been published before, and the re-publication / redeployed of
others.

Key words: Al-Tanha - reception units - Gerges Al-Gawhary - Muhammad Al-Mahrougi - Beit Al-
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