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Abstract

Open Musalla (Namazgah) in India till the end of Mughal period

Researchers and scholars of Islamic architecture in the Indian subcontinent paid attention
to studying castles, mosques, burial domes, etc., but none of them paid attention to an
architectural phenomenon that was repeated in a few examples in the Indian subcontinent.
They can be called open Musalla, as its architecture design depends only on a Qibla wall,
and some other architectural elements without any domes, vaults, or roofs. The reason for
this was the geographical distance between its examples, as well as the reliance on records of
Indian antiquities, which it considered destroyed mosques.
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And With the repetition and observation of these Musalla examples, it became clear that
they were not ruined mosques, but rather a unique architectural phenomenon that was
reflected in Islamic architecture in India during the Sultans and Mughals periods. It had an
important role not only on the social level, but also had a prominent role on the political and
religious level. The researcher counted fourteen Musalla, and the study will focus on
analysing and describing them, identifying their architectural features, and examining their
functions based on what was mentioned in the founding texts and historical sources.

Key words ( Musalla, Idgah, Funeral Musalla, India, Architecture, Namazgah )
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