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The Ottoman Damascene Rooms and their Role in enriching Museum
Exhibitions and Preserving the Syrian tangible and intangible heritage A
Museological Heritage Study**

Dr. Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Mohamed Abd el-Salam
Lecturer-Faculty of Archeology-Ain Shams University.

The abstract: This research paper includes a documentary archaeological
study of the Damascene rooms, which are an artistic architectural element,
meaning the guest reception rooms in the Damascene house, and the decorative
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wooden cladding that covers the walls. In addition to other structural elements
and architectural and artistic formations that were closely linked to the nature
of the composition of the Damascene rooms, and given that the Damascene
rooms were one of the most important aspects of residential architecture in
Syria in the Ottoman era, and they also represented the interior facades of the
Syrian house; Because of the decorative units and artistic formations that cover
its walls. It was transmitted to most parts of the Islamic world as an artistic and
cultural influence of Damascene origin; Which made it known in museum
displays, cultural heritage, and Islamic arts with the term “Damascus Rooms,”
as it is the room of splendor, generosity, and hospitality, which were
Damascene influences in Ottoman Cairo in Egypt.
In this regard, the research deals with the details of the architecture and arts of
the Damascene rooms, and a study of the artistic differences between
Damascus and Aleppo rooms, with an analysis of their most important
decorative elements compared to some decorations in other Islamic arts. Then
explaining of the great role of the Damascus Rooms in enriching museum
exhibitions, and how to the genius of employing for Damascus Room in
serving the story of the display in several museums. Finally, the research
discussed the cultural role of the Damascus Rooms and their effective role for
preserving the Syrian tangible and intangible heritage; This includes citing its
most important examples in houses and museums as well. Its secrets cannot be
understood and its story telling in the museum display without referring to the
origin of its presence in the Ottoman Damascus House, an analysis of its role in
preserving Syrian heritage.
Key Words: Damascus Rooms-Aleppo Rooms-Ottoman-House-Tangible and
Intangible Heritage-Wood-Ablag-Ajami.
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Mt.

Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Mohamed Abd el Satam

Curator

The Museum of Islamic Art
Ministry of Antiquities
Port Said St

Cairo

AGYPTEN
Via email: Mohamed abdebsalam7@yahoo.com
Dresden, 10 May 2016

Fellowship Programme at the Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dresden in Cooperation with the
International Training Programme of the British Museum, London

Dear Mr. Abd el Satam,

Thank you for your application for the Research Fellowship at the Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dres
den In cooperation with the International Training Programme of the British Museumn, London

We are glad to inform you that you were selected to participate in the project “F xpanding Horzons -
Iracing heavenly machines from the Arab lslamic World” at the Mathematisch-Physikalischer Salon
Me. Michael Korey, senfor curator a1 the Mathematisch-Physikalischer Salon, and his colleagues laok

forward to welcome you in Dresden

Fot further information and in order to plan your stay in Dresden we kindly ask you to Bet In touch
with Ms. Dana Korzuschek (dania korzuschek@skd. museum, Tel 449351 4914 7714)

With best regards

Prof. De. Dirk Syndram

bobe Kents gee Osesden « hev G + Frof. Dr. DNk Syndvem
Resaletusctiog  Tenchentong 7 - 01067 Dvesden - Tefefon +40{4%51 - 4% 14 7700 Teletan CAADIESS LA

EMNL foecton@sud museus - rdetnel waw kil maseum
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