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Abstract:
Sultan Abdul Hamid II, who ruled the Ottoman Empire in the years between 1293-1327 AH
/ 1876-1909 AD, was the one who adopted the idea of establishing the Hejaz Railway. He
embarked on implementing this project out of his urge to promote Islamic solidarity on one

hand, and to reinforce the Ottoman Empire power and its political and strategic ability in the

Arab Peninsula on the other hand. In fact, implementation of the project began in 1317
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AH/1900 AD and continued for approximately eight years, when by 1326 AH / 1908 AD its
official opening took place with the first train arriving to Medina although it was barely fully
finished. However, the railway was subjected to attacks by the Bedouins, demanding its
prevention from reaching the holy places for this would affect their sources of income. These
Bedouins used to transport pilgrims and visitors to Medina with their camels, gaining large
sums of money in return for this service, and for providing them with guidance and
protection. Therefore, the Ottoman Empire took several measures to protect the Hejaz
Railway, including fortifying the station’s building at all the Railway stations, as well as
establishing fortified military barracks at the stations that posed a threat to the Hejaz
Railway; specifically, in the stations between Muheit and Jeda’a, where many of the tribes
rejecting the construction of the Hejaz Railway resided. Thus, the Ottoman Empire achieved
great success in protecting the railway and in reducing attacks against it, while the soldiers
of the garrisons joined forces to repel the tribal attacks on the Hejaz railway line. Thus, this
study aims to examine two models of these fortified military barracks, namely the Muheit
barracks and Antar stable, through an architectural archaeological study focusing on the
analysis of the architectural and defensive elements in those barracks.

Keywords: Military barracks — Basalt stone — Relieving arch — Loopholes — Water tank
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