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Hatred in the Light of Ethics in Ancient Egypt
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Abstract:

Both of Ancient Egyptian Society and its deities declared their abomination of
wrongdoing to whom committed it, through sages’ instructions, autobiographies and
funeral texts which included pushing back against vices as an ideal goal and a sign of
ethical conduct.

The essay concludes that the ancient Egyptian held a strong relation between “feeling
hate”, as a sign of rejection, and “wrongdoings” to emphasize his dismissive stance toward
vices as a sign of ethical conduct. Not even exaggerating when we say this moral
philosophy refers to the obligation to oneself and self-respect as a form of moral obligation.
Moreover, it offers an Egyptian definition of conscience and moral responsibility.

On closer observation it appears that the divine hate was a response to vices, while
vices were strong motives for creating gods hate. i.e., there is no idea that has been more
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consistently linked to ethics and morality than the idea hating vices. So, the ancient
Egyptian believed that his positive rejection toward vices will guarantee him a divine
acceptance in the afterlife. In other words Gods’ Hatred of wrongdoings intended to be a
way to encourage people not to continue to give in to the temptation to vices their way
through life. In the light of the above, both gods (theoretical) and the ancient Egyptians
showed their hatred towards vices which acted as a motivator for hate because vices were
incentives to gain the hatred of gods and people.
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Otto, E., " Bedeutungsnuancen der Verben mrj "lieben™ und msDj "hassen” ", in: MDAIK 25, 1969, pp. 98-100.
2 Pap.Leiden V4 = AP 63, line 8= Sethe, K., Agyptische Lesestiicke, Texte des Mittleren Reiches. Leipzig, 1928, 72

(2); Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Autobiographies Chiefly of the Middle Kingdom. A Study and an Anthology,
Freiburg, 1988, 76.
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" Budge, E., The Book of the Dead “The Chapters of Coming forth by Day”, The Egyptian Text According to the
Theban Recension in hieroglyphic edited from Numerous Papyri, London, 1898, 66 (Chapter XV1I);

8 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 399 (Chapter CLIV); Allen, T.G., The Book of the Dead or Going Forth by Day. Ideas
of the Ancient Egyptians Concerning the Hereafter as Expressed in their Own Terms. Chicago, 1974, 154 (Spell 154).
9 Pap.Chester Beaty I, recto (15.5-6) = Gardiner, A. H., Late-Egyptian Stories, BiAeg I, Bruxelles, 1932, 58 (4-5);
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10 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 249-268 (Chapter CXXV).
11 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 269 (Chapter CXXVI).
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Lichtheim, M., “The Songs of the Harpers”, in: INES 4, No. 3, 1945, 201.
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Erman, A., The Ancient Egyptians A Sourcebook of their Writings, Trans. Into English by Blackman A.M., New York,
1978, 174.
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15 Pap. Press 17.4, 6= Zébas, Z., Les Maximes de Ptahhotep, Prague, 1956, 60 (575); 61 (579).

16 Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 1, London, 1973, 74.

17 Pyr., 2082¢-d; Fpyr., 297 §2082.

Byandier, J., Motalla: la tombe d'Ankhtifi et la tombe de Sebekho-tep, BAE 18, Le caire, 1950, 163 (no. 2).
1. CT 11, 2971.
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CT IV, 62-j. :¢liiS aal,
20 CT VI, 96f.

2L CT VI, 136k; FCT I, 158 (Spell 540) & note 14.
2 Urk IV, 131 (112).
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PM 1, 206.
2 Urk IV, 1078 (14-15).
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% Urk 1V, 1590 (5); Cumming, B., Egyptian Historical Records of the Later Eighteenth Dynasty, fascicle 3,
Warminster, 1984, 286.
i G " adiad age 3 ile 8 L Auprll Auda L ae B VA o8 e deads "cpainall IS Jany oIS
(PM 1, 152-156) .l "Comsal
27 Urk 1V, 1628 (2); Cumming, Egyptian Historical Records, fascicle 3, 313.
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PM I, 183-185.
28 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 480 (Chapter CLXXXII); Alen, The Book of the Dead, 196, 202 (Spell. 182).
2% Budge, The Book of the Dead, 184 (Chapter LXXXV).

30 Block-stela, Cairo J. 8962= KRI 111, 367 (12-13); KRIT 1ll, 266.
31 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 250 (7) Chap. CXXV; Alen, The Book of the Dead, 97 (Spell 125);
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32 Faulkner, R., O., The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead, London, 1985, 25-34.
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Lalouette, C., Textes Sacrés et Textes Profanes de L’Ancienne Egypte, I, Des Pharaons et des hommes,

Connaissance.de.l’ Orient collection UNESCO d’ceuv-res représentatives, 1984, 304.

(YAE Yoov @alall )V candll (graell col calus copan) "Gl ool ailus il Lgan i (s S
el (e sl Juss e ity oo ST 1 st(y) e ciin ™
Faulkner, R.O., "The Man who was Tired of Life", in: JEA 42, 1956, 37 (note 75).
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Faulkner, The Man who was Tired of Life, 37 (note 77).
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Faulkner, The Man who was Tired of Life, 37 note 79.
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Faulkner, The Man who was Tired of Life, 37 (note 80).
39 pap. Berlin 3024,86-103 = Faulkner, The Man who was Tired of Life, 27-28.
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41 pap.Boulaq 4, (*.)V ) = Suys, E., La sagesse d'Ani: texte, traduction et commentaire, AnOr 2, Rome, 1935, ¥Y;

Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 2, London, 1976, 137.

42 pap.Boulaq 4, (5.15) = Suys, La sagesse d'Ani, 51; Lalouette, Textes Sacrés et Textes Profanes de L’Ancienne
Egypte, I, 254.

4 Lorton, D., "The Treatment of Criminals in Ancient Egypt: Through the New Kingdom", in: JESHO 20, No. 1,
1977, 9-8.
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47 pap. Press 9,13= Zabas, Les Maximes de Ptahhotep, 39 (294).

8 Lalouette, Textes Sacrés et Textes Profanes de L’Ancienne Egypte, 1, 242.

49 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 195.

50 pap.Press 11.7= Zabas, Les Maximes de Ptahhotep, 44 (350, 356, 357).

°1 Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol.1, 70.

52 |_alouette, Textes Sacrés et Textes Profanes de L ‘Ancienne Egypte, |, 338 (note 29).
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8 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 195-196.

6 BM. Pap.10474, 18.23; 19.1= Lange, H, O., Das Weisheitsbuch des Amenemope: aus dem Papyrus 10,474 des
British Museum, Kgbenhavn, 1925, 91, Kap. 17; Simpson, W.K. (ed.), The Literature of Ancient Egypt, Yale, 1973,
257.
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% Budge, The Book of the Dead, 196.
% |ichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 2, 157;
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57 BM. Pap.10474, 15. 12,16 = Lange, H, O., Das Weisheitsbuch des Amenemope, 76-77, Kap. 12; Lichtheim, Ancient
Egyptian Literature, vol. 2,155.
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1 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 1Y (Chapter XV1I); Alen, The Book of the Dead, 31 (Spell 17b).

2 BM. Pap.10474, 13.15-16; 14.1-3= Lange, H, O., Das Weisheitsbuch des Amenemope, 70, Kap. 10; Lichtheim,
Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 2, 154.
78 Simpson, The Literature of Ancient Egypt, 253.
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5 Budge, The Book of the Dead, 39 (Chapter XV (7)).
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Edward, F. Wente, Two Ramesside Stelas Pertaining to the Cult of Amenophis I, JNEA 22, no.1, 1963, 30- 34, figs.
1,2
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77 Urk IV, 490 (14-15).
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®LD] I, 107a; BAR 1, 417 § 1013.
8 QOstracon Cairo CGC 25,204 = KRI Il, 379 (14-15); KRIT I, 210.

81 Wh I, 484 (1-11); FCD, 85; Lesko, L.H., A Dictionary of Late Egyptian, vol. I, London, 1982, 166; Mcdowell, A.
G., "Crime and Punishment"”, in: OEAE I, Cairo, 2001, 318.
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8 KRIV, 640 (13). )
8 DM 1529, vs= Lalouette, Textes Sacrés et Textes Profanes de L ’Ancienne Egypte, |, 197;
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Peasant", in: JNES 51, 1992, 16.
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Simpson, The Literature of Ancient Egypt, 254.
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9 Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 1, 68-69.
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Petrie, W. F., Wainwright, G. A., & Gardiner, A. H., Tarkhan | and Memphis V, British of Archaeology in Egypt and
Egyptian Research Account Eighteenth Year (1912), London, 1913, Pls. LXXVIII-LXXX.
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Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 1, 70.
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105 pap. Press 7.3-5= Sethe, Agyptische Lesestiicke, 38 (13-18); Zabas, Les Maximes de Ptahhotep, 27-28,145-160.
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