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An Artistic Archaeological Study of Ottoman Holy Qur’an in
La-ly Library in Istanbul (990 AH / 1582 AD)

Ahmad Samy Badawey Zaid
dr.ahmadsamy@art.nvu.edu.eq

Abstract: The manuscript of the Holy Qur’an is considered the most important
manuscript in the Islamic era, as it received great interest from all Muslims for its
religious significance, that was reflected in the writings, decoration, and gilding of the
Qur’an and the number of copies distributed among museums, international libraries,
archaeological institutions and people around the world. The research aims at studying
and publishing the Holy Qur’an with the drawing of the Ottoman Royal Treasury as it is
preserved in the La-ly Library in Istanbul.

The importance of studying this Mushaf stems from the fact that it includes many
arts of the manuscript book, through which it is possible to study calligraphy, gilding, and
decorations. That Mushaf is written in 314 double faced papers, ungilded, with the Naskh
in the Quraanic text and Thuluth in the titles of the Surahs. In addition, the number of its
rulers is 13-14 lines, with the beginning, opening surah, ending, and margins are
decorated with many decorative ornaments that are common in the Ottoman era with
gilding and coloring. The biblio-page contains the name of the writer, Ahmed bin Beer
Muhammed bin Shukrallah, dated 14 Safar 990 AH.

Key words: Manuscript, Qur'an, Naskh, Thulth, gilding, calligrapher Ahmed Ibn Bear,
Ottman.
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