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The economic impact of the agricultural
sector in achieving Egyptian food security For
the period (2010-2022)

Dr . Sahar Ahmed Hassan Youssef
Abstract

The current study aims to emphasize the economic importance
of the Egyptian agricultural sector and its ability to contain the most
important problems that Egypt suffers from, which is food security,
especially in light of the decline in the added value of the agricultural
sector as a percentage of GDP in 2020. With the successive increases
of the population of more than 102 million people, according to the
census of the Egyptian Central Agency for Public Mobilization and
Statistics 2022, this sector is one of the main pillars of the Egyptian
economy, and contributes up to 14.5% of the GDP. It represents an
estimated 28% of total jobs, and more than 55% of agricultural-
related employment in Upper Egypt. Unfortunately, this sector in
Egypt is dominated by small farms that use traditional practices that
do not comply with internationally recognized standards. Not only
that, but in light of the continuation of the war between Russia and
Ukraine, food security in Egypt has become threatened, especially
since the greatest dependence on wheat imports was from Ukraine,
with a large percentage, and 29% of the global wheat trade was from
Russia and Ukraine (www.cnbcarabia.com) , while US Department
of Agriculture data indicate that Russia was the largest supplier of

wheat to Egypt last season (www.usda.gov).

In order to determine the economic impact of the Egyptian

agricultural sector in achieving food security, the study proceeded
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to clarify an integrated vision for this sector, and to clarify the most
important indicators achieved for Egyptian food security, in addition
to identifying the most important shortcomings of food policies in
Egypt, and to identify the expected solutions during the immediate

stage and the most important requirements for that.

Key words: agriculture, food security, agricultural policies, wheat,

self-sufficiency ratio
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