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The proof of possibility and necessity according to Al-

Farabi and its impact on philosophical thought
Ahmad shawkey ebraheem ali.
Department of Faith and Philosophy, Faculty of Fundamentals
of Religion, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: ahmadshawkey@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract

The study aims to clarify an aspect of authenticity in Islamic
philosophy represented in the proof of possibility and
necessity, and to show its impact on philosophical thought.

The historical tracing of this proof proves that this proof is one
of Al-Farabi's creations, as he is the one who laid the first
building block for it, and presented it with various reports in
many of his books. This proof had a great impact on the
philosophical and theological thought of Muslims, so it was
explained in the study through the thought of Ibn Sina, Abu
Al-Barakat Al-Baghdadi, Ibn Rushd, Ibn Maimon, Nasir Al-
Din Al-Tusi, Jamal Al-Din Al-Hill, and Sadr AI-Din Al-
Shirazi. The research also showed the tendency of the
theologians to reject this proof, such as: Al-Ghazali and lbn
Taymiyyah, and he talked about the trend in support of him
among the theologians, that trend that Al-Razi began with his

reports for this proof, and even the link between it and the
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evidence of the possibility of selves (kalam), and thanks to

him, the speakers after him became used This proof is either
linked to the evidence of the possibility of selves, as Al-Razi
did, or as an independent evidence and described it as the
path of the wise, as Al-Baydawi, Al-lji, and Al-Taftazani did.
The idea of Al-Farabi’s descending evidence in inferring the
existence of God (through proof of possibility and necessity or
through Westerners’ use of it in the ontological evidence),
had an important impact on Western (medieval and modern)
philosophy, and the research showed that through the thought
of Anselm, Genium Duvernay, Thomas Aquinas, Descartes,
John Locke, Leibniz, and William Lane Craig.

Keywords: Evidence of existence |/ descending or descending
proof / proof of the two friends / sufficient reason |

cosmological possibility.
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See: William Lane Craig, The Cosmological Arguments From Plato (Y)
to Leibniz, William Lane Craig, Wipf and Stock Publishers Eugene,
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Eugene, Oregon, 2001.
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