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The Approach of the Modernists in Documenting the

Sunnah and its Impact on Scientific Research in our Time
Turki Omar Alaa elddin

Faculty of Asian Studies, Zagazig University.
Email: alaaldeen2006@hotmail
Abstract:
This research aims to identify the approach of the modernists in
authorship, classification, and criticism, and the status of this
approach among modern approaches, and to determine the
accuracy of the scientific methodology followed by hadith scholars,
in selecting, classifying, and knowing the stages and roles that the
Sunnah has gone through since the era of the Prophet, may God
bless him and grant him peace, to our time. The research also aims
to know the methodological accuracy that surrounded this nation
through the narration of the hadiths of the Prophet, may God bless
him and grant him peace. The research explained that the methods
of the modernists are something inherent, comparative and
accompanying the Prophetic Sunnah in all its roles and all its
stages. It shows the merit of the people of hadith, and the great
effort they made in order to preserve the Sunnah of the Prophet —
may God bless him and grant him peace — and that they combined
the narration and the proficiency. Moreover, they have the
knowledge of the conditions of the narrators, their names, their
genealogies, their kinships, the meanings of words and texts that no
10
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one else has. The approach adopted by the modernists in studying

the Sunnah, collecting it, transcribing it, classifying it, distinguishing
its true from its bad, and ridding it of the topics that were attached
to it and other things, is considered a wonderful human
achievement, with which the modernists won the admiration of the
fair-minded, and the most unparalleled history of mankind. Purely
Islamic, the Prophet’s Sunnah, was, therefore, preserved and
protected from the futility of the abusers, the plots of plotters, and
the envy of the envious by the modernists. Until it reached us clear
and pure of impurities, it remained, and it will remain for eternity,
until God decrees a matter that was already in effect. The research
showed that the modernists took into account the nature of the
news that created rules which they employed to understand and
criticize the narrations. Besides, these rules became important
references in criticizing the Sunnah, in addition to the method of
verifying the authenticity of what the narrator attributed to him.
Utilizing such methods, the modernists could follow the narration,
compare it, and benefit from permanent monitoring what the
narrators brings in the year.

Key words: Method, Documentation, Hadiths, Comparison,

Companions, Sunnah.
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