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Summary

Agricultural manufacturing is considered one of the most important industrial
sectors that can contribute in achieving food security in Egypt. The problem of the
study is represented in the prevalence of primitive methods and techniques for
manufacturing dates in Siwa Oasis. Dates drying and packaging in Siwa are carried
out through several plants with a widely varying production capacities, so choosing
among these plants, and estimating their financial and economic feasibility is still one
of the most serious challenges facing investors in these Industry. Based on this
problem, the study aimed to shed light on the feasibility of investing in the industry of
drying and packaging dates in Siwa Oasis, in order to come up with some
recommendations that may help in taking rational decisions for investment in this
industry.

The study depended on both descriptive and quantitative statistical analysis
methods, through some statistical methods and measures to achieve the goals of the
study. The data of the study is collected from two sources. The first source is
represented in time-series data which collected through the Information and Decision
Support Center in Matrouh Governorate. The second source is represented in field
data which collected through the questionnaire forms of the survey for drying and
packaging dates plants in the Siwa Oasis in 2021.

The findings of the study indicated that the cultivated area of date palm has the
second rank in terms of the relative importance in Siwa QOasis, with an area amounted
about 9.16 thousand acre, which represents about 32% of the total cultivated area of
Siwa oasis in 2021.

Estimating time-trend equations for the cultivated area, the number of fruitful
females, production and acre productivity of dates palm in Siwa oasis during the
study period (2005-2021), the results of the study indicated that all of these indicators
had a statistically-significant increase, except for the acre productivity that had
statistically-insignificant increase. The study found that, according to all indicators of
economic and productive efficiency for drying and packaging dates plants in Siwa
Oasis that were used in the study, the second category was more efficient than the first
one.

With regard to the financial evaluation, estimating the financial evaluation
criteria according to the current situation in 2021 and also according to the two
sensitivity analysis models (with an increase by 10% in the operating costs, or with a
decrease by 10% in the total revenues out of the current situation in 2021), the results
indicated to a reasonable feasibility of the investment in drying and packaging dates
plants in Siwa Qasis, except for the ratio of current benefits to current costs (B/C),
which indicated to the feasibility of investing in the second category of plants only,
and not to invest in the first category of plants under the assumption of a decrease by
10% in the total revenues._In light of the previous results, the study provided some
recommendations, which represented in: (encouraging investors and businessmen to
invest in the industry of date drying and packaging by offering them the necessary
facilities and exemptions, especially investment in the plants with large production
capacity, modernizing the old plants of date and improving its capacities, Preparing
promotional plans and programs for the Egyptian dates and their various products in
local and foreign markets.
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