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Abstract

vaérty and the Poor in Egypt:
- Facts, Diagnosis and Prescriptions

Following a brief discussion of the principal approaches to
measuring porerty and ascertaining its incidence, the paper presents
the findings from a field study based on what it calls a
semi-participatory approach. The findings relate to a number of

according to the perceptions of poor and non-poor people, various
ways of measuring the incidence of poverty, the gender dimension of
porverty , the variations, if any, in the priorities, concerns, aspirations,
and ways of overcoming poverty of the poor and the nonpoor,
methods of copying with poverty, etc. An issue which received special
attention in the paper is the so-called culture of poverty theory. An
attempt is made to test this theory empirically suggests that it is not
applicable to the Egyptian poor.

The paper ends with a brief overview of the approaches to poverty
eradication, and proposes an integrated set of anti- poverty policies for
Egypt. Given the crucial role of the state in the proposed policy
package, the paper concludes with a brief statement on the necessity
and nature of this role, and stresses administrative reform and

important issues such as the meaning of poverty and its causes |

democratization for efficient state performance in eradicating poverty.
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