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Abstract

Economic Implications Of the Disparity
In Utilizing Arab Agriculture Resources

* The paper aims at investigating the pattern of agricultural resource utilization and the in-
equality in the distribution of agricultural land holdings , and determining their direct and in-
direct impact on the economic surplus and the rate of growth of agricultural output .-

Three patterns of land utilization in Arab countries are distinguished :

The first prevails in the Gulf countries and is characterised by high level of land con-
centration , and the appropriation of the greater part of the agricultural surplus by big land
owners . :

The second is a much more egalitarian pattern , where agricultural surplus is distributed
on a more equal basis among different groups of landholders ( as in Egypt , Irag , Syria and
Jordan) . o .

The third occupies an intermediate position between the above two patterns as far as
equality in land distribution is concerned ( as in Morocco and Tunis ) . -

In the end , the study suggests that acceleration of the growth of agricultural output in
the Arab countries can be achieved through '

- the transformation of that part of capitalist agriculture into truly. capitalist farms .
- the consolidation of small and scattered holdings into large scale agricultural units .

Although such structural transformation is not likely to improve distribution , it is most
likely to have positive effects on economic efficiency .
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