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Abstract

The European Partnership
within the framework of Integrational Thinking

The study discusses development in literature on regional
integration and compares the emerging alternative neo—regionalism
paradigm with the classical one, stressing the exclusion of labour
movements and attempts at social cohesion necessary to carry integration

_to its final stage. The development of Euro-Mediterranean relationship
over the last two- decades is discussed, and implications of the first
generdtion of association agreements investigated. Three criteria, namely
financial assistance, trade relations and flows of FDI were shown to have
given quite poor results. An exposition of the EU "New Mediterranean
Policy" is followed by a thorough analysis of the Barcelona Declaration,
and its program of action. This leads to the second generatlon of
agreements, and the proposals for the Egyptian agreement is discussed in
some detail. Assessment is made with reference to the already concluded

- Tunisian agreement. It i is shown that a bias exists in favour of the EU, and
that agreements stand, mid-way between the two paradigms of reglonal
arrangements, hence involving elements of instability. The combination
of political, social and economic aspects in one agreement is shown to
create distortions, while the insistence on moving from a preferential {ype
of agreement to a full-fledged free trade area is unjustified by the

development needs of the countries south and east of the Mediterranean.
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