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The Nile Basin, Ethiopia and Israel ; The Critical Triangle '
in The Arab Water Security

By : Dr. Redha Al - Quraishy

Security of water resources is a recent concept that is hard
to define due to its relativé, rather than absolute nature, being
subject to change over time and place. Yet, despite the variety
- of opinions and diversity of veiwpoints, it could be defined,
generally, in terms of sufficiency and security over time and
place. On these bases, Arab water secutity represents a concept
complementary to other security concepts such as food security
and military security .. etc., which in all form Arab national
security. Wars might erupt, and a geopolitical chaitge might be
effected, if it is deemed necessary to defend and protect national
water resources and their distribution between- possible
conflicting countries. ' ‘
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Thus, it should not be an anomaly to refer to "Arab™ water

‘security since it is in this rather comprehensive Arab

framework that we are addressing the subject. The Nile basin

has been chosen because the Arab side of it, particularly Egypt,

suffers from some shortage of water, and it will suffer more

over the long run due to the adverse water policies of the

countries that control the springs, particularly Ethiopia which is

closely allied to Israel - A fact which will put Egypt's and -
Sudan's interests at jeopardy and, thus, necessitates closer

bonds of cooperation between the two brotherly states of Egypt

and Sudan.
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