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The Changing Role of The State in Economic Development
A Study of The Impact of The Triad of (Idiology, Politics
“and Economics) in Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Tunisia

Dr. Abdul - Munim Al - Sayid Ali |

The paper addresses the question of how and why the role
of the state in economic development had varied, both in kind
and degree, over. the last few decades in the three Arab
countries : Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Tunisia. Specifically it
investigates the impact of ideology, politics and economics in
this regard, and how each one of the triad had coloured,
deepened, or mitigated that role over time, as conditions,

-internal as well external had changed. It has been found that the -
overall impact of the triad as a whole was rather positive as far
as the role of the state in economic development in each of the |
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three countries is concerned. This was evident in the ambitious
development plans that were implemented and in which the
governments played a fundamental role, both directly, through
public projects, and indirectly through favourable financial,
monetary and development policies. However, the relative
impact of the factors composing the triad on that role varied
from one state to another and over time. The ideological factor,
for example, played a large and decisive part in the three
countries. But its impact started to wane in the early 1980's
until it almost faded away in the early 1990's, with the
exception, perhaps, of Saudi Arabia where superflous religious
ideology still (politically) prevails.

On the other hand, the political factor which had always
been important, still looms large, and it will continue to be $o
for a long time to come, due to its paramount objective of
maintaining the dominance and popularity of the ruling regimes
and capturing the popular support of the masses by improving
their standard of living through economic and social
development to guarantee their backing of, satisfaction with,
and support for the elites in power. :

As to the economic factor, it is the belief of the present
writer that it will continue to come third in importance as far as
the tole of the three states in economic development is
concerned in spite of the strategic position it occupies in the
said contries. It will always come subservient to the political

factor.
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