dapinall Fpalill 5 Al

ot Gl

* aaa e

~ Population and Sustainable Development
' in Maghreb Countries

This paper studies demographic factors affecting the pattern of develop-
ment of Maghreb cBuntﬁes, in response to a recommendation from the
Second Amman Declaration on Population and Sustainable Development. Its
first part investigates the new dimensions of the relationship between
population, natural resources and environment. The impact of the choice of
technology on environment is indicated. Further in studying the relationship
between human - development and environmentally sustainable development,
| the distributional aspect and the environmental costs were emphasized. as
elemeﬂts in human development indicators, but scarcity of data proved to be a
limiting factor. This did not prévent a study-f_)f the various dimensions of
environment, and of sustainable development, where population growth, and
eradication of poverty proved important. The second part concentrates on
challenges facing Maghreb countries, and offers some recommendations for
an integrated framework of population and environment. It is shown that
Maghreb countries are . currently within the demographic transition period,
and pbpulation pressure will still grow, which indiéate_s the importance of
population policies, especially in the face of persistence of poverty. Two key
elemenits aré emphasized; water and soil, and the seriousness of the problem-
of desertification is indicated. There is need for an integrated development

appro@ch, combihing the human element with the vulnerable resource, "soil".
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