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Setting Inflections in the Heritage of Grammar
Abstract

There are obstacles making it difficult to accurately track grammatical
inflections, starting from their origin to their change over time. One of such is the
absence of its early stages. Nevertheless, the phenomenon of setting grammatical
inflections is evident in latest documents. As is the case with Ibn Hesham’s Pieces of

Gold and its rationale spreading in Arabic grammar since the 4™ century AH.

In 69 AH, Abi Al-Aswad Al-Dowaly’s students have positive contributions to
the area of coining grammatical terminology and setting which linguistic mark should
go along with it. For instance, Nasr Ibn Asem’s mark “AL-Tanween” (89 AH) that he
accredits instead of Al-Dowaly’s “Ghonna”, his professor. In 170 AH, Al-Khalil Ibn
Ahmed Al-Farahedy uses the word inflection in his statement, defining the
exclamation: “The exclamation inflection is what the speaker does when s/he

expresses something extraordinary”.

Sibawayh (180 AH) tends to reproduce, in his book, the thoughts of his
professor Al-Khalil where he focuses on the grammatical inflection. According to him,
the grammatical inflection of verb is set as follows: “verbs are derived from the
newest nouns and put in the tenses of past, future, and present continuous. As for those
which are not identified as verbs or nouns, they are the same as therefore and then ...”.

In this sense, it is clear how his thoughts are affected by the logic in grammar studies.
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Grammar is apparently affected by logic, especially, when it comes to
inflections, and this is documented after the mid 3™ century AH; Al-Zogagy (337 AH)
sets the grammatical inflection for noun as follows: “Nouns, in the Arabic discourse,
are either subjects or objects, or they are otherwise situated in the position of subject
or object ..., and the ‘Arabic discourse’ is precisely used since it is the researcher’s
main concern, and because logicians and some grammarians consider it a rule
independent to grammar. They conventionally describe the noun as a voice produced
to refer to an infinite meaning, and that is according to logicians not grammarians,
even if a group of grammarians had been influenced by it”. That is only to prove that

logic had a great impact on grammatical inflections, then.
Keywords:

grammatical inflection, grammatical term, grammatical coordination, lexicon,
logical touch, grammatical documents, Al-Tanween term, Ghonna term, exclamation

inflection, verb inflection, noun inflection, identifier and identified.
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