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This paper discusses the concept of populism and critical concepts
associated with it, such as authoritarianism, democracy, and charismatic
leadership. Alongside this, it sheds light on fundamental indicators of
populist discourse and approaches to measure it. The paper aims to
demonstrate the features of contemporary populism in Tunisia, illustrate
the reasons for its escalation, and uncover if these reasons are related
to political distrust. The significance of the paper is due to its contribution
to understanding populism in the Middle East and North Africa generally
and determining whether it is a new phenomenon in the Arab world or
is it a legacy that has been renewed recently. The paper, therefore,
tracks political trust and democracy in the Arab Barometer and the World
Values Survey, in addition to tracking the state of Tunisian populism by
analyzing the Global Party Survey (GPS) results. Furthermore, the
paper adopts thus the content and system analysis to reveal the vital
populist features in the statements of the President of the Tunisian

Republic.

Keywords: Populism, Political trust, Authoritarianism, Hybrid, Tunisia.
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