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The Dilemma of Truth in Legal Thought
An Approach to the Philosophy of Law

Mahmoud Bastami

The philosophy of legal truth relates to philosophical and theoretical thinking about how truth is
determined in a legal context. This philosophy involves exploring the concepts and principles that govern
the process of determining truth in the law, as well as considering the ethical and human implications of
this process. The concept of legal truth raises many philosophical questions, such as: What is truth in a
legal context? How can truth be achieved amidst legal complexities and different standards for its
determination? What is the role of ethics and values in determining legal truth? Philosophers and legal
theorists address these questions by analyzing the concepts of truth, justice, and legal procedures, seeking
to understand the philosophical foundations that govern thinking and practices in the field of determining
legal truth. Legal philosophers explore how the social and cultural context influences determining legal
truth, in addition to studying the relationship between truth and justice and how to ensure justice is
achieved by accurately and fairly determining truth. In this regard, the philosophy of legal truth is a
stimulating field for exploration and debate, where philosophers and legal critics can offer different
perspectives on how to understand and analyze the process of determining truth in a legal context and
how to enhance this process to ensure justice and respect for individual rights.

This article does not aim to provide a detailed analysis, interpretation, or detailed explanation of the
theory of truth. Instead, it aims to highlight the ways in which truth is considered in legal philosophy and
its implications on legal practice. The central question here is: What does truth mean in the two contexts
under study — philosophy and law? The common denominator between the two contexts is the pursuit of
determining the true state of affairs, defining the legal perspective of truth, and the extent of the
difference between objective truth and legal truth, whether in legal theory or practice through institutions
of justice.
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